January 4, 2008

To the BLM:

As friends of Oregon we have some comments on the Western Oregon Plan Revision Draft Environmental Impact Statement (WOPR DEIS). We have been to many beautiful places in the country, and we particularly enjoy coming to southern Oregon for quiet outdoor recreation in the

wild lands around Jacksonville. We have found nowhere else quite like it.

We are very surprised and disappointed that the proposed Dakubetede Wilderness was not included in WOPR DIES among the list of lands with wilderness characteristics. This area perfectly conforms to the criteria in Appendix K: "naturalness, outstanding opportunities for solitude, and outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation", (and sufficient size.) We would like to see this unique, pristine, and fragile place protected with wilderness designation.

You can appreciate, then, how dismayed we are that the Anderson Butte area is being proposed as an off-highway vehicle (OHV) emphasis area! On our hikes of the Sterling Mine Trail we have seen fresh evidence of bear, fox, elk, deer. We have seen owls, hawks, and countless other creatures. The landscape is sometimes so still that animal calls can be heard from far up the canyon and waves of wind can be heard moving across the treetops. Unfortunately, the solitude has also been spoiled by the sound of a motorcycle ripping up some hillside.

Speaking from our experience and from talking with friends, we think those who pursue quiet recreation seek to surround themselves with wild nature to observe and to learn, the goal being to walk softly in a natural landscape and disturb it as little as possible. There seems to be a very different ethos among those who operate off-road vehicles. Among these folk the landscape seems to exist to be conquered for a thrill. To the extent it is considered at all, wildlife exists to be scattered or shot at. We have seen off-road areas become littered with cigarette butts, beer bottles, bullet casings, and trash. We think opening up the Anderson Butte area to an OHV emphasis is disastrous.

We would like to see the Anderson Butte taken off your list for consideration as a potential OHV emphasis area. Further, we would like the Dakubetede Wildland to be designated as protected wilderness.

Thank you.

Eric and Janet Grose

Livingston, Texas
