I am writing to comment on the BLM’s Western Oregon Plan Revision (WORP). In short, this plan is obscene on it’s face as it runs counter to what the BLM should be planning. Instead of accelerating the destruction it is famous for, a science-based plan would seek to protect old growth forests and salmon and other wildlife habitat and actively restore the clear cuts and plantations to amore natural (age, species diversity) state which would serve to enhance wildlife and human recreation. The proposed politically motivated non-science based WOPR is particularly insulting to me as a scientist and a U. S. citizen. 


A few years ago while living in Eugene, I volunteered many times on ODFW’s salmon trout enhancement program (STEP) projects. It was maddening to work so hard on habitat restoration projects, spawning surveys etc only to see the destruction wrought by the BLM. On some of these STEP projects on BLM land, BLM employees were often present. During this “Salvage Rider” time, many of these BLM employees were openly embarrassed by their employer. With plans like WOPR, it is easy to understand why.
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