I basically support Alternative 2 of the WOPR except for the following serious concerns.

1.  The viewshed which totally surrounds the Illinois Valley and the towns therein is classified as Class 4 Visual Resource.  This means that most of the surrounding mountains with BLM land (which is nearly 90% of them) will be visually impacted by management actions.  Clear cuts are acceptable.  This “management action” (clear cuts) will negatively impact tourism, wildlife habitat, and the land values of those of us who live in this area.

If a better way of harvesting, specifically leaving a 20%-30% stand of living (green) trees in every parcel sold for harvest, could be followed, many people who currently object to this plan would support it.  Otherwise, I’m afraid the lands will continue to be tied up in law suits.

2.  The areas proposed for OHV/ATV management are unacceptable as a whole.  I have experience riding my horses in many of the areas to be affected (John’s Peak, Illinois Valley).  The damage done by these vehicles is unrepairable, and I have yet to see anyone from an ATV/OHV user group out doing any work to repair the damages they have done.

These users need an area remove from any residences, wildlife habitat, or waterway:  an area they can be contained in, followed up on, and forced to maintain in a usable state.  Anything short of this is a violation of BLM’s mandate to protect and manage the land.

Josephine County needs to revitalize its timber industry, but BLM needs to manage its lands correctly – in a sustainable manner which does not negatively impact our viewsheds, our property values, and our tourism industry.

Sue Riegel-Williams

Cave Junction

