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October 25, 2007

Bureau of Land Management

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Western Oregon Plan Revision

Electronic Submission – Comments

Dear BLM;

I am the Region Manager for Forest Capital Partners in Southern Oregon. We are an independent investment firm that acquires and manages large-scale investment-grade forests across North America. I am a forester and have been in the business of growing trees for over 30 years.  Specific to Southern Oregon I have experience in this moisture limited, mixed conifer forest for 19 years.

As the largest private landowner in Jackson County we have many acres that are intermixed with BLM property and share many common boundaries, roads and potential management challenges. We have demonstrated over the years that successful stewardship is very achievable, with active forest management goals within the context of a working forest. We would suggest that non-management of the BLM forests will not only fail to meet many of the objectives set forth in the plan but seriously compromise the stewardship intended in the Organic Act of 1897 and the O&C Act of 1937. 

Therefore we urge the BLM to move forward and adopt the preferred Alternative No 2. in the planning process and begin to put plans into motion to expedite management plans on the ground that puts people in rural communities back to work by harvesting trees, maintaining roads, and planting trees.  

In the absence of adopting this alternative, the BLM needs to clearly present the unintended consequences of “no-action” or less activity than this alternative describes in terms of potential loss due to fire and insect and disease so the public can truly understand the trade offs of “no-management”. The nature of lower elevation moisture limited forests is such that slow growing, overstocked forests result and large stand replacement catastrophic fires are inevitable to create the disturbance pattern needed for change to occur. The BLM needs to describe why forest management as the agent of change and disturbance is a much more acceptable alternative and move forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and if there are questions or issues that any BLM forest management, wildlife, fisheries professionals have concerning any of our management practices and results, please contact me for further information.

Sincerely,

Kenneth P. Cummings

Region Manger – Forest Capital Partners
________________________________________________________________________________________________
572 Parsons Drive, Suite 124 Medford, OR 95701 phone (541) 494-4400 fax (541) 494-4401  www.forestcap.com
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