To the BLM

Subject:  WOPR comments on Little North Fork Wilson River

I would like to comment on your WOPR.  First, you need to maintain (actually improve) the aquatic protections on your lands.  Much of this land drains streams that should be good salmon, trout, and steelhead habitat.  Many runs of these fish is very depressed compared to historic levels, some are actually endangered.  Your proposals weaken riparian protections, which will harm aquatic ecosystems.  This would be a step in the wrong direction.

I would also like to specifically comment on the BLM lands along the Little North Fork of the Wilson River.  These lands (500 acres) were traded from private ownership to BLM ownership in the ‘90s.  The BLM, Hamptom Lumber, Stimson Lumber, the Northwest Steelheaders, and local citizens agreed this land should not be logged.  Many people put a lot of time and effort into working on the trade.  This preserved a small piece of old growth forest in an area where there is very little of it left and it helped protect the Little North Fork of the Wilson River.  The Little North Fork is a vital fish-bearing stream in the Tillamook area.

I am appalled that you would choose to go against such a broad citizen effort and take this out of Conservation Reserve status.  Please reconsider this decision.
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