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BLM’S WESTERN OREGON PLAN REVISION (WOPR)

 My Commentary: 

    As a native born Oregonian in 1941 I have since been raised in Oregon and exposed to all of the State and Federal concepts and policies to manage and develop our public and private forest lands.  I used to place my faith in the trained forest managers, public and private, and believed that they would honor and support the public interests in keeping our forests perpetually safe from greed and overuse.   I have been wrong.  I now have grown to resent the continued attacks on our public timber heritage and natural resources that has left our lands with horrible clear-cut scars, excessive landslides, water quality problems, threats to our native animals/flora/and fauna.,  

   Over the years I believe that greed driven economics has driven this culture instead of steady state economics that would have created a balance between man and nature.  This position has forced many citizens into believing and  trusting the greed oriented industry and the tax revenue hunters of our government and allowing mismanagement and over use of our forests and natural resources.  Government and industry has been hiding the necessary information and facts that now are coming to the surface in the name of Global Warming, and damaged air quality, water quality, and overuse of our resources.  We now live with horribly damaged ecosystems that exist today in much of our forest lands.  At first it was the private individual rights that allowed almost any use under private property rights, leading to clearing and destroying land.  When those resources were gone, our greedy individuals, companies, and corporations jumped at the chance of attacking the public lands.  At first, history suggested that we would not have grown into a great country without this kind of abuse; such as the  development of railroads with their gross misuse of timberland, providing for housing for the world, providing timber for mining, etc. etc. 

      The results are now becoming clear.  It is now time to begin a recovery from a history full of greed and abuse.  With regard to WOPR,  I suggest that BLM stand down and accept the idea that WE THE PEOPLE OF OREGON are sick and tired of ruined streams, poor air quality, increasing  landslides that destroy property and kill people, among others attack our forest animals, birds, and fish, and finally the attack our HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT OLD GROW FORESTS.  I would like to make the following suggestions:

1.  Protect at all costs the remaining old growth forests, particularly in our watersheds and sensitive ecosystems, and recreation areas.

2.  Enforce reforestation on any, and all, forest and grazing lands that are now non productive tax write-offs.  Encourage uses of other building products in our home and business construction.

3.  Allow only selective cutting to assist forest growth of mature trees only, in and around old growth trees, and clear undesirable underbrush with the idea of maintaining the forest ecosystem.   

4.   If access roads are necessary, that these roads be removed after human intervention, unless they are necessary to assist the reforestation and management of the forest.  (I have come to believe that Oregon and probably many other states are spending way too much tax money maintaining roads to nowhere only to guarantee future logging for greed based corporations and logging factions)

5.  Find and support alternative cutting of forests, not clearcutting

6.  Protect our native animals, plants, and ecosystems as a first priority.  Promote interests in recreation that encourages this approach.  

THANK YOU,   James E. Johnston
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