Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to express concern over the possible passage of a plan known as WOPR.  This is a plan devised by the Bush Administration to supposedly re-vitalize the rural Oregon economies, which are suffering.

As a third generation Oregonian I am appalled at the proposition of such a plan.  I have seen the steady decline of the logging industry and have suffered from it personally, but at a cost that I am willing to pay.  When I go hiking in our national forests I am proud to be an Oregonian and I want it to stay that way.

This plan is just another way to make industry rich and rob us of our natural resources.  It is a “quick fix”, a band-aid as it is not a model for sustainable practices.  It would only bring short-term jobs and money to the community and would take away the clean air and water long-term.  It would also cost more money long-term because of the significant increase in fire danger.  We’ve fought so hard for so long to bring back the pristine beauty and thriving ecosystem.  Please do not take that away so that friends of our current administration can make a fast buck.

For the sake of our common future, please do not turn to liquidating precious natural resources to fund recurring annual expenditures; this is nothing but a dead end solution to long-term problems.

Sincerely,

Erika Huston
Portland, Oregon

