January 8, 2008

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
PO Box 2965
Portland, Oregon 97208
Attention: Western Oregon Plan Revision
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Re: T.19S. R.06W. Sec. 17 Late Successional Management Area


The English as a Second Language Department at Lane Community College uses a beautiful old-growth forest near Crow as an extension of our classroom. Under some of the proposed changes in Alternative 2, our students and the community would lose an amazing and unique resource.

 
We hope the area defined as T.19S. R.06W. Sec. 17 will remain designated as a Late Successional Management Area. This section contains an old-growth grove, the Grandmothers of Wolf Creek. We had hoped that this area would be accepted as an Environmental Education Area, but our understanding is that that designated would cost too much. We value the area as resource for both environmental education and recreation used by students and teachers in Eugene and Crow.

This small, beautiful old-growth forest near Crow is one of the oldest stands of old growth close to Eugene. It has:

· 300 - 400-year-old Douglas fir, western red cedar, and western hemlock.
·  diverse ages of younger trees.
· diverse understory of shrubs, herbaceous plants, mosses and fungus.
· habitat suitable for spotted owl and marbled murrelet.
        Lane’s English as a Second Language Department offers several classes that are funded by a federal grant (English Language Civics grant) to teach immigrants their civic rights and responsibilities while they learn English. For the past three years, class curriculum has included environmental civics: teaching immigrants to respect and protect the environment in their new home. 
A field trip to the old growth forest on Wolf Creek Road is an important part of the study of western Oregon nature and environmental protection. We have photos of the amazed students holding hands to measure the circumference of one of the larger trees. Many have never seen trees of this size before and have learned to explain such elements as snags, nurse logs, vegetation layers and food chains of an old-growth forest. They have served as forest guides for another group of ESL students from LCC and also began to introduce the forest to students from Crow High School. The Wolf Creek forest is becoming an educational element in the lives of more and more students. 
        With gas prices rising, concerns about global warming, limits on travel distance and time, easy access to an area with these elements allows educators and students to have an old-growth forest easily accessible to educational institutions in and near Crow/Lorane/Veneta and West Eugene.   
        Lane students and students from other school districts can and are accessing this old growth grove now. This Late Successional Management Area has the potential to benefit Lane County students now and for generations to come. If it is destroyed, it can never be replaced.
Sincerely,

Cathy Lindsley

Lane Community College

4000 E. 30th Ave.

Eugene OR 97405

