January 10, 2008

Western Oregon Plan Revisions

P O Box 2965

Portland, OR 97208

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments on the BLM’s Western Oregon Plan Revisions process.  My wife and I have been residents of Douglas County for over 30 years and understand the potential contributions to be made to our cities, schools, and Douglas County by carefully, yet actively managing these public lands.  We also understand the historical differences and management mandates associated with these BLM lands and those lands within our County that are under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service.  The BLM lands are supposed to be managed primarily for permanent timber production to support local communities and economies in Western Oregon and to share revenues with counties such as Douglas.  In Douglas County these revenues have, in the past, provided critical funding for law enforcement, social service programs, libraries, and other services.

In an effort to better educate ourselves on this topic we have attended meetings, reviewed information on the BLM website and read information from other credible sources.  We have decided to support the selection of Alternative 2 in this plan revision process.  It appears to provide substantial protections to wildlife species and riparian areas and yet allows for an increase in timber production and therefore shared revenues.  If properly managed this checkerboard pattern of federal lands can provide a reasonable balance of resource use and resource protection.

Because of the current federal debt, we can not expect that future Presidents and Congresses will continue to provide adequate financial support to our local governments and schools through renewal of the Secure Rural Schools Act.

Sincerely,       

Kenneth J. Hendrick and Marcia R. Hendrick

1826 NW Beaumont

Roseburg, OR. 97470

