Michael P. Murray

Wildlands Management Institute

PO Box 52

Crater Lake, OR 97604

January 8, 2008

Dear BLM,

This letter is to voice my concerns with the WOPR Preferred Alternative.

I am very concerned about the old-growth that remains on BLM land.  I am very familiar with BLM land in western Oregon.  I worked a summer supervising a vegetation classification among the forests.  I have a Ph.D. in forest ecology.

I request that BLM protect all the mature and old-growth forests that remain.  There is so little remaining, that any intrusion is unacceptable. 

Owls, murrelets and salmon should not be reduced to struggling in the category, "avoiding jeopardy," an inch above extinction. 


Healthy, protected forests are one of the most important natural assets that Oregon's economy is based on. More logging on BLM lands diminish Oregon's quality of life and will reduce property values for those living near these lands.

BLM seems to be reverting to a bygone era when timber was the dominant use of our public lands and everything else was secondary, including our drinking water, our air, our old-growth, and our fish & wildlife habitat.

I believe the Preferred Alternative of WOPR is very detrimental to forests, wildlife, and the people who value them.  I support a NO ACTION alternative at this time.

Sincerely, 

/s/

Michael Murray, Ph.D.

