Alternative 2:  Best Option

The O&C Lands act of 1937 mandates that Alternative 2 be implemented in order to restore economic, environmental, and social values to the land and people who have been negatively impacted due to the current mismanagement, and failed Northwest Forest Plan.  

The people of Oregon deserve to work and play in the public forests that we cherish, and Alternative 2 is the best fit for the land.  As your report suggests, Oregonians will lose 3770 jobs if the No Action alternative is chosen, versus creating 3442 jobs in Alternative 2.  Does our governor and future governor have a plan that will replace 7212 jobs in these affected communities?  These are family wage jobs held by upstanding Oregonians.  These working individuals, along with the improved timber receipts, would help fund vital county services.  The 18 Oregon counties associated with the O&C land will lose federal subsidies from the County Rural Schools and Self Determination Act in the near future.  This spells disaster if the funding can’t be replaced with responsible sustainable forest management as outlined in Alternative 2. 


Alternative 2 provides vast acreages of habitat for the Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled Murrelet, along with increasing habitat for wildlife that depends on openings, such as ungulates.  Fish habitat is also taken into consideration under Alternative 2.  Alternative 2 would increase the opportunity to improve stream characteristics through active management, such as the placement of large wood.  Alternative 2 requires stream buffers that are more than sufficient to keep stream temperatures low while reducing sedimentation, and turbidity.  The harvest activities outlined in Alternative 2 would have no negative impact on fish habitat.  

Timber is the greatest natural renewable resource the world has to offer.  It is our moral and legal obligation to manage the O&C lands for the greatest permanent benefit as defined by the O&C Act of 1937.  It is my belief that Alternative 2 is the vehicle that will drive the O&C lands down the road of economic, environmental and social prosperity.  
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