January 9, 2008

Dear BLM,

· I am writing to express my grave concern about the Western Oregon Plan Revision.  I am especially concerned about logging Oregon’s old-growth forests and clear cutting of currently protected old growth forest reserves and sensitive salmon bearing rivers and creeks. 
Some might argue that the economic benefits of this logging are reason enough to proceed with the plan.  In fact, I see no beneficiaries other than the timber industry.  In the unlikely event there might be some other economic benefit to me, I as a taxpayer, gladly forego that benefit.  It is far more important to me to preserve the natural beauty and ecological benefit of these forests in the long-term, than to reap some so-called gain, which is truly short-term.  I live in one of the southern Oregon counties which would be logged, and I truly object to this plan.  

The Northwest Forest Plan's protections should remain in place for BLM lands. Oregon ancient forests deserve permanent protection and should be managed to maintain important public assets such as clean drinking water, habitat for fish and wildlife, diverse recreation opportunities, stunning scenery, and jobs in forest restoration, fire safety and tourism.
Ancient forests in Oregon also serve as an important carbon storage and sequestration resource to help mitigate global warming. The plans for increased logging in these ancient forests under the Western Oregon Plan Revision will take America backwards in efforts to prevent global climate change. Clear cutting and damage to soils from logging has been shown to release tremendous amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, while old forests absorb and store carbon dioxide.
I am concerned that the changes the BLM has proposed in its Western Oregon Plan Revision will lead to the loss of Oregon's irreplaceable ancient forests, water pollution, degraded habitat, and increased conflict and controversy.
Please protect these forests and maintain the Northwest Forest Plan reserve system.  There are other solutions, which do not rely on the permanent destruction of forests and eco-systems which have been alive since before the birth of this country.  Please endeavor to find these solutions.

Sincerely,

Debbie McCuin
