Subject: BLM WOPR comments

January 11, 2008

To Whom It May Concern,

I would like to provide my input into the decision of the WOPR review that is being conducted by the BLM.  My name is Melvin Thornton, 2945 Metz Hill Road, Oakland, OR 97462.  I have lived in Oregon my entire life.  I have spent almost 38 years working in the forest of Douglas County and am also familiar with all of the BLM lands in western Oregon. I have spent my entire career working in forest fire protection, and am currently the District Manager of the Douglas Forest Protective Association.  The organization I work for provides, through the Oregon Department of Forestry, fire protection to all of the BLM lands in western Oregon.

I have witnessed first hand the destruction of forest fires in not only western Oregon but throughout the Pacific Northwest. My career has been spent trying to keep fires from destroying the valuable resources located within the state.  I know that we must keep fires small or they will become large and destroy valuable habitat for all animals as well as destroy the value of the timber that lies within those forests for our economy.

I will keep this short, but after review of the alternatives, my opinion is that Alternative #2 is the best option provided to maintain a healthy, productive, and useable forest for all affected.  I am sure that there will be comments from all across the state and from all kinds, many of which have never seen the vast forest in which many of us live. They have never experienced a forest fire threatening there home or property and don’t realize the value of active management in our forests.  Not only will it help keep the fires smaller, but will help provide a stronger community for our children into the future. 

I support Alternative #2.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this input.  If I can be of further assistance please contact me at the above address.

Thank you

Melvin Thornton

