January 9, 2008
BLM



Re:  Proposed WOPR

To All Concerned:


I am writing to express strong opposition to most if not all elements of the proposed WOPR. As a resident of the Willamette Valley for more than 32 years, I find these proposals run counter to the well-being of the land, our citizens, and the delicate web of wildlife that will be affected. The vast number of new roads alone, which would be built under this revision, is completely unacceptable.

The current proposed WOPR represents a disaster for recreation, ecosystems, and even the local economy. This is because the proposed changes are largely irreversible and certainly unsustainable. We have to get past a “temporary fix” mentality if we want to create any kind of desirable future for this region.
How do the formulators and backers of the WOPR propose to explain the inevitable negative effects to their grandchildren? The current president’s policies have already done more than enough damage to our generation’s legacy. I am ashamed and embarrassed at the greedy mindset that reigns over this country. Stop it already!
Those who are so concerned over local economic pressures need to put their efforts into scaling back the military budget to one tenth its current bloated, wasteful, abominable size. The U.S. would still be the predominant military force on the planet (not that we have shown any wisdom or restraint with such power!), and it would not affect our so-called “national security” in the least. It would, however, help to prevent the continuing rape of our lands.
Yours most sincerely,

Vip B. Short

1448 E. 22nd Ave.

Eugene, OR  97403

