The WHOPR plan proposed by the BLM is irrational and irresponsible.  It is a prime example of the kind of Bush Administration behavior that has resulted in the surge of American public opinion against this administration.

These lands belong to the American people.  They need to be managed in accordance with the long-term needs and benefit of the public.  You will not find any opinion poll in favor of logging old growth or roadless areas for commercial timber. 

This is the time in which we have finally woken up to the reality of global warming, to the scarcity of clean water resources in many parts of our nation, to the threat to the last of our old growth forests and the variety of life they support.  Most of us feel we have already been irresponsible in terms of the amount of old growth which has been sacrificed for very short term economic gain.  Most of us feel that we can continue to grow timber for harvest, but must drastically change the way in which we do this.  The WHOPR plan goes against all we have been learning in terms of sustainable and environmentally beneficial timber production.
I believe many of these are the generally held beliefs of the people:

No commercial logging should be carried out in old growth forests or roadless wilderness.

Watershed should be prioritized above commercial harvest.  Riparian areas should be hands-off for any commercial logging, and riparian margins should be increased to at least 150ft on the borders of large, fish-bearing streams.

Steep slopes should be off limits for commercial harvest.  Have you guys missed the news about the flooding and mudslides this fall in Oregon and Washington?

Methods of timber harvest need to change.  We do need to protect our “carbon sink,” our watershed, and provide adequate habitat for our native wildlife (mammals, reptiles, birds and bugs!!), not just the endangered and threatened species.  As we struggle with global warming issues, we will be increasing urban density and will need recreational and scenic land more than ever.  These needs need to take priority over commercial harvest, which provides only short term benefit.  We need to therefore move away from all clear cutting to more selective tree harvest, which leaves the forest looking like a forest and available for recreation and wildlife, preserves understory and tree species and age variety, and preserves other important forest products such as edible wild mushrooms.  Prioritizing commercial logging and continuing with clear cutting while ignoring these other forest uses is short-sighted and not in the interest of the greater public!!!  Commercial logging can change and remain viable, and will have much more public support if put into better balance with other public needs and benefits.
Everyone I have met from the BLM has been courteous, intelligent, well-informed, and helpful.  The irresponsible idiots must be higher up.  I hope some of the BLM staff will be allowed to speak out against this disastrous plan, along with the public.

