Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Revision of the Resource Management Plans of the

Western Oregon Bureau of Land Management Districts

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) appreciates the efforts the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has made in this Draft EIS to address utility rights-of-way and access.  Thirty BPA transmission lines cross BLM land in the six western Oregon districts.  These existing corridors total approximately 67 linear miles and comprise about 1,620 acres of land.  A listing of these 30 transmission lines is attached.  Map 9, Utility Corridors, in the Affected Environment Chapter of Volume I appears to include these lines.  We can, however, provide a more detailed map of BPA transmission facilities, if needed.
BPA wants to make sure that resource management actions contemplated in the alternative plans will not affect our ability to continue to operate and maintain our transmission lines, as well as to maintain our existing rights-of-way and access roads.  Operation and maintenance is critical for us to meet reliability standards and serve our customers.  Particular concerns include:
· Vegetation management,

· Danger tree removal,
· Emergency access and repair, and
· Fire protection.
BPA completed a Transmission System Vegetation Management Program EIS (DOE/EIS-0285) to support our efforts to maintain a safe and reliable transmission system.  In the Record of Decision (ROD), BPA adopted a program to keep vegetation a safe distance away from electric power facilities and to control noxious weeds by promoting low-growing plant communities in rights-of-way; using manual, mechanical, and biological methods to control vegetation; and using herbicides--spot, localized, broadcast, and aerial applications--to control and treat vegetation in rights-of-way.  The adopted management program is cost-effective, sensitive to environmental concerns, responsive to public and agency comments, and consistent with integrated vegetation management strategies.
BLM was a cooperating agency in the development of that EIS.  In a July 2000 ROD, the BLM State Director, Oregon/Washington adopted and approved BPA’s vegetation management program for application on BLM lands.  A copy of the BLM ROD is attached.  We suggest that the Final EIS include reference to vegetation management on rights-of-way and the Transmission System Vegetation Management Program EIS and RODs.
BPA is also concerned about provisions for new rights-of-way, including expansion of existing energy corridors and development of new energy corridors.  New rights-of-way are likely to be needed to continue to provide a transmission system that is adequate to integrate and transmit power from federal and non-federal generating units, provide service to BPA customers, provide interregional connections, and maintain electrical reliability and stability in the region.
In July 2006, BPA submitted comments to the Department of Energy (DOE) in response to the Preliminary Draft Maps of Potential Energy Corridors on Federal Lands that DOE posted for comment for the West-wide Energy Corridor Programmatic EIS.  A copy of BPA’s comment letter is attached to facilitate understanding of BPA’s needs for future energy corridors on BLM lands in Western Oregon.  Corridor safety and reliability is of particular concern since some right-of-way uses are not compatible.  We appreciate BLM’s commitment in this Draft EIS (Volume I, page 447) to amend relevant land use plans, if necessary, to implement any new corridor designations.
In addition, we recommend the Final EIS (and future Resource Management Plans) provide for close coordination between BLM and BPA:

· during any logging activities near BPA rights-of-way, since felled trees could compromise the integrity of the transmission lines;
· when considering designating marbled murrelet and/or spotted owl habitat along existing ROW or designated corridors; since restrictions could compromise transmission system reliability,
· when planning prescribed burns and slash burns that could effect BPA rights-of-way, since smoke could cause transmission line outages; and
· during emergency situations, in order to protect public health and safety.

Volume II, page 827 of the Draft EIS notes that the alternative management plans are intended to be consistent with other agencies’ plans and that a consistency review will be completed for the proposed Resource Management Plan and Final EIS.  The list of other agency plans and programs includes BPA’s “Transmission and System Facilities Resource Program.”  While we appreciate this commitment to coordination and consistency, we are not familiar with this program.  We suggest that the consistency check be with BPA’s Transmission Services’ Planning and Asset Management Program.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on your Draft EIS.  Close coordination and cooperation among federal agencies is essential for us to be able to carry out our missions and fulfill our responsibilities to the public.  If you have any questions or concerns please call me at 503-230-3962, or e-mail me at kspierce@bpa.gov.
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