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Dancing Sheep Farm


Edward W. Shepherd







January 11, 2008
State Director, Oregon Bureau of Land Management

ATTN:  Western Oregon Plan Revisions

P.O. BOX 2965

Portland, OR 97208

Dear Mr. Shepherd,

Please accept these comments on the Western Oregon Plan Revision (WOPR) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on behalf of your neighbors at Dancing Sheep Farm.
Dancing Sheep Farm is a 44-acre parcel located in the alluvial bottomlands of Doak Creek, 1.5 miles upstream from the intersection of Jackson-Marlow Road (also known as Marlow Road) and Territorial Road, about 18 miles southwest of Eugene.

The BLM’s Eugene District manages a quarter-section parcel of land immediately uphill of Dancing Sheep Farm about ½-mile to the south of Dancing Sheep Farm.  In addition, BLM manages a ½-section of land in the headwaters of Doak Creek.  Both parcels include unmanaged old-growth forest acres, which should be saved.
The ¼-section parcel lies on steep terrain subject to debris avalanches.  Numerous debris avalanches can be found on logged land within 1 mile of this parcel, including several avalanches on the south side (e.g., Hamm Road side) of the ridge.  Debris avalanches from this parcel have the potential for impacting Dancing Sheep Farm property as our farm lies within the run-out corridor of BLM’s parcel.  The link between clearcut logging/road construction and debris avalanches and torrents is clear and convincing.  See, e.g., National Wildlife Federation v. U.S. Forest Service, 592 F. Supp. 931 (D. Or. 1984).  Yet nowhere in the DEIS does the BLM assess the impacts to private land, Dancing Sheep Farm or otherwise, from debris torrents and avalanches.
Doak Creek is a fish-bearing, Class I stream whose water quality is presently limited by turbidity.  Further BLM logging, especially in the headwaters of Doak Creek, threatens to make an already compromised situation worse.  Yet nowhere in the DEIS does the BLM assess the effects further logging will have on Doak Creek’s water quality and fish resources.

As your neighbors, we encourage you to protect the Doak Creek watershed from turbidity and debris torrents, as required by the O&C Act of 1937.

Sincerely,
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Andy Stahl
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