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I feel it is very important that we return the O&C lands back to a balance of resource conservation for those species that depend on a varied structure of our Oregon Forests and those species that depend on the forest products that are produced for our BLM Oregon Forests.

The NW Forest Plan, which really should not have included the O&C Lands, attempted to strike a meager balance, however, lawsuits have kept it from coming through with its designed outputs and communities have suffered as have the forests for lack of management.

Having hunted, fished and worked in our forests for almost 30 years I have first hand knowledge of how resilient, vigorous and productive our forests can be.  I have a deep appreciation for sustaining a multitude of assets in our forests from trees, animals, fish, to clean air and water.  We all want that.  I have also witnessed what can happen to our forests when we stop managing.  Where insects, dense brush and fire result with catastrophic results.  It is a lose lose for animals, fish and the people of Oregon that depend on the forests.

Growing all our BLM forests to be old growth doesn’t help those species dependent on large opening to forage such as deer and elk.   Growing our forests with a short rotation plantation approach reduces habitat for old growth dependent conditions.  Neither extreme is an acceptable option.  We need balance, we should thin young stands to accelerate old growth conditions in some areas and we should clear cut other stands to create openings.

Our Oregon forests were never a sea of old growth or sea of young trees.  They have always been continually been replaced or renewed by large fire and wind events with varied structures and stand types to support many species.

These reasons are why I am strongly supporting Alternative 2.  I feel it accomplishes those objectives that I feel strongly about  with our Oregon Forests while at the same time return a more respectable level of timber receipts to the counties.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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