7 January 2008

WOPR comments—
I write this on the eve of the gathering of scientists in Portland, Oregon where they will be pressed with task of salvaging the flawed northern spotted owl recovery plan because of the documents lack of scientific integrity.  I reflect upon this because I have been deep in thought about the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Revision of Resource Management Plans of the Western Oregon Bureau of Land Management Districts.  I am deeply concerned that each of the different 50 year projection graphs for each Alternative do not have confidence intervals of where the expected values may range or the statistical assumptions are plainly stated.  But what really amazes me is that all the alternatives are good for wildlife, water quality, soils, and fish over the 50 year period.  I do not think that by ramping up the harvesting of old-growth/mature forests will increase the amount of quality of habitat for fish, wildlife, and clean water.  
I strongly state my preference for the No Action Alternative. I argue that the sustained yield aspect of the O & C Act is not met when old forest are harvested since it is no longer sustained as old  forest when extracted and becomes timber plantations.  I believe strongly that it is not economically worth the estimated increase of 43.9 million dollars over ten years from old-growth resource extraction of Alternative 2 compared to the No Action Alternative by sacrificing the virgin through conversion to plantation.
Fire
As I read, I felt like I was reading a preconceived outcome of why Alternative 2 is the only reasonable course to take because the projected harvest rate does not harm wildlife and fish habitat plus the increase harvesting rate of Alternative 2 reduces fire potential.  I found that the term fire resiliency in the DEIS perplexing when used as a reason to log old forest.  Historic fires have shaped the forests of western Oregon profoundly, especially the more xeric zones on the Medford District and Klamath Falls Resource Area, and because of this history, these areas were naturally resilient to catastrophic fire (is this what the DEIS calls uncharacteristic wild fires?) until the forests were changed do to fire repression and high intensity logging and plantation management.  Logging does not mimic how historic fires shaped such forests and intense logging seems to increase the likelihood of catastrophic fires such as the repeated burns of the Tillamook Burns in the 40’s and 50’s.  Science suggest that salvage logging is just logging and does not shorten the recovery time when compared to sites that were not salvaged and thus I believe that each future salvage logging of burn forest must under go a scientifically based review before proceeding.  
Wildlife
I have to response to the DEIS question “How to manage the harvestable land base in such a way that will increase the rate of recovery of the northern spotted owl and the marbled murrelet in the short term, while still providing a consistent and stable timber supply” by stating that only the No Action Alternative has a chance of assisting in the recovery of these highly old-growth associated species.  I will strongly state that old-growth cannot be created through management action.  There may be many theoretical papers published but I am not aware of any empirical scientific papers that indicate that structurally complex forests can be produced up after forests have been slicked off after timber harvesting but am more than willing to continue to support such research to explore the theoretical papers that suggest this.  Science suggest that going back to the old high ball logging of the 70’s and 80’s will not only cause that remaining populations of spotted owls and marbled murrelets to drop precipitously, but also northern flying squirrels, tree voles, clouded salamanders and other old-growth associated species.  The management technique of leaving forests, especially old-growth and connecting corridors, will lessen the effects to special status species that include those that were judicially reinstated as Survey and Manage species a month ago.  Increasing the logging intensity, especially clearcut harvesting and heavy repeated thins, will have negative effects on all forest species both in young and old forest.  
Non-breeding (i.e., winter range) habitat for spotted owls is not the same as breeding habitat because spotted owls range future and use young forest at a higher rate.  Not only is late-successional forest important but young forest is important corridors to older forest and provide more hunting opportunities during the lean prey availability (no young of the year) in the winter.  Reducing the width of riparian habitat will increase stream degradation and reduce potential wildlife that use these strips as travel corridors.  
I did not see data that backs up the statement that special status species habitat needs of aquatic- and riparian-associated species would be met in perennial and fish-bearing streams under all alternatives or that No Action Alternative and Alternative 2 would also meet these species needs along intermittent streams.  Again, I would like to see the data and what are the assumptions to make such statement.  
“The habitat needs of forest-floor-associated species that are highly endemic to one or several locations would be at risk of declined in abundance and distribution under the three action alternatives” is management speak and should be re-written to state that not only forest-floor-associated species but forest associated species with limited distribution are at risk of LOCAL EXTERMINATION, not just decline.

Off road recreation
Off highway vehicle use by dirt bikes, quads, and 4 X 4 vehicles weigh heavily upon the health of the soils, water quality and wildlife.  They should be regulated to designated small areas that can be sacrificial lambs to protect the rest of the land.  These vehicles are loud, off gassing, and destructive machines that ruin other peoples experiences and leave deep scars on the land.  
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