To the Bureau of Land Management 

And elected officials 

     I am writing to urge you to look seriously at the consequences that the Preferred Alternative of the BLM WOPR would have upon our public lands, and – more importantly – upon future generations.  As a public school teacher I see daily how 

poor decisions made by our government impact the morale of families. Among other looming issues, there is also growing distrust over decisions that appear to mismanage and exploit our public resources without looking at the long-term effects.
   While there is no doubt that our counties need economic revenue, or that part of that economic revenue needs to come from timber resources, what remains in question is how

the public can trust decisions that are based more on politics rather than sustainable solutions.
     I am particularly concerned by the fact that the WOPR EIS analysis (pg. 491) assumes no change in climate conditions despite recent scientific data reported by the Mail Tribune that shows southern Oregon as one of the region’s fastest growing “hot spots.”  
     The Union of Concerned Scientists, in their report Recognizing Forests’ Role in Climate Change, report that “Forests that have been managed for timber should also be managed for climate mitigation.” They stress that there is a misguided belief that logging or clearing mature forests and replacing them with fast-growing younger trees will benefit the climate by sequestering atmospheric CO2. Instead, forests need to be managed for carbon conservation by increasing forest area, age, diversity, and tree size.
    The report also highlights the danger of weakening the Roadless Area Conservation Rule. Increasing OHV designations on public lands simply does not make sense when carbon emissions need to be reduced. 

     I strongly urge the BLM to choose the No Action Alternative while more in-depth research is done into the long-term effects of increased logging, gas and mineral extraction, and OHV use on O&C lands. I also ask our elected officials and public agencies to collaborate with land owners, non-profit environmental groups, and local communities to find creative, sustainable solutions to fire danger, economic shortages, and legal issues without destroying our children’s heritage.
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