Comments from private tax payers Peter and Candice Shoshin, Cottage Grove, Oregon 

Re: WORP

We live in western Oregon and we DO NOT agree with the proposed BLM WORP Plan.

1. There is too little old growth left.  Around 95% of it has already disappeared.  We need to save and protect what is still growing.  These mature ecosystems maintain a genetic pool that cannot be lost.  Cutting and replanting with a silvaculture mentality will drastically change the gene pool on that acreage as well as resetting the secondary succession patterns.

2. Why not thin already existing BLM forests?  This would provide the economic boost to counties that do need it and make a healthier, faster growing, more carbon storing, mature forest for the future.  Investing in thinning now would pay smaller immediate results but huge dividends in the future.  Most Oregon mills have been restructured for smaller logs because of recent economic pressures of supply.  Old-growth logs are so big that they cannot be milled near where they are cut, forcing massive gasoline increase for trucks.  Even if they could be logged and milled, that would dump a large supply of wood on an already struggling lumber industry forcing prices down.  New home construction is down therefore a large piece of the market for Douglas-fir is missing.  Increasing supply when the demand is not a healthy practice for any business or State.

3. The unique habitat provided by the old-growth must be preserved for the wildlife that now live there and for the children who will visit to observe the balances in nature and feel the vitality of the wilderness.

4. Water quality and run-off issues are real when you live in Western Oregon.  The watersheds of these mature forests must be maintained and enlarged to provide healthy and safe environments for the residents who live around them.  Even winter mudslides resulting in traffic deaths and landslides are more common around logged areas.  If you live here, you know this.  Increasing the logging will increase the problems with run-off , drinking water quality, and fish habitat.  Building the roads into these sensitive areas will affect stream quality.

5. Old growth ecosystems are known to store enormous amounts of carbon, buffering the natural CO2 levels of the planet.  WORP would release huge amounts of CO2 into the atmosphere and destroy this important carbon sink.

6. WORP will provide a quick fix for rural county budgets.  Solve the problem instead of forcing a knot between our rural economy and the declining logging industry.

