January 11, 2008

To: 
US Bureau of Land Management

From:
Steve Kevan

Re:
Western Oregon Plan Revsion

As an Oregon resident, fisherman, and owner of property in rural Oregon, I am very concerned with the direction the BLM is headed with the management of nearly 2.6 million acres of federal forests under the Western Oregon Plan Revisions. The changes the agency is contemplating will unravel the protections of the landmark Northwest Forest Plan, and will lead to water pollution, degraded habitat, and increased conflict and controversy.

I am particularly concerned by plans to allow logging closer to streams.  The WOPR reduces important protections for clean water and Pacific salmon. High quality drinking water originates on BLM lands for the citizens of Salem, Corvallis, Eugene, and 70 other Oregon communities. Salmon need cool, clean water, but the WOPR would remove stream buffers that shade streams and keep sediment from the water. Please leave the existing protections for riparian areas in place.

Why must we cut much of the little remaining old growth forest?  Forest health is being strongly impacted by lack of good management of replanted second growth stands; why not focus our attention on that problem where a plentiful resource exists.  Many mills have long since converted to smaller logs available in second growth forests and should not be encouraged to return to dreadful forest practices that involve a concentrated focus on clear cutting old growth forests.

Instead, the WOPR proposes to inflame the controversy by increasing old-growth clearcutting for a short-term economic fix. The WOPR puts water quality at risk and would destroy some of Oregon's most special places. We should protect our remaining mature and old-growth forests on public land, not clear cut these natural treasures.
