Page 1 of 2

Dave Oatman
1718 W. 34th Place

Eugene, OR  97405

doatman@comcast.net
541-345-4607

December 11, 2007

To:
BLM

Regarding:
Western Oregon Plan Revisions - Proposals
There is much at stake for Oregonians' outdoor, clean water and wildlife heritage in the WOPR. 
Western Oregon BLM lands encompass much of Oregon's last remaining old growth forests, Wild and Scenic rivers, some of the state's most prized fishing and hunting grounds and habitat for many rare and imperiled species -- including all five species of Pacific salmon.  These lands, forests, and rivers must be preserved for current and future generations.  Thousands of people depend on these forests for their scenic views, recreation areas, drinking water, and sustainable economic ventures- including tourism and recreation.
I believe the proposed logging of Alternatives 1,2, and 3 would destroy habitat for wild salmon, send mudslides and silt into Oregon rivers and streams, and scar the landscape.  I also believe the proposed Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 would be detrimental to the survival of the Spotted Owl and detrimental to increasing the population of the Spotted Owl.

I believe  proposed Alternatives 1, 2, and 3  would significantly reduce the amount of old-growth reserves set aside for threatened wildlife and reduce the size of streamside buffers that protect water quality and fish and wildlife habitat.  Alternatives 1,2, and 3 are the wrong approaches.  BLM needs to act to protect and preserve threatened wildlife, old growth reserves, water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat.  
If something like only 10 % of the Old Growth Forest remains, it does not make any sense at all to continue harvesting these forests.  The remaining Old Growth Forest need to be preserved, especially since we aren’t growing any new “Old Growth” forests.

The better alternative is to focus on previously logged public forestlands -- many of which are now overgrown and in need of thinning -- forest managers can actually provide wood from previously logged public forest lands to local mills while actually improving conditions for fish and wildlife and keeping saws out of old growth forests. 

Any generated funds that would go to the “O&C” counties would only be short term.  Counties need to and will adjust their revenues, expenses, and services to be in balance.  Communities will learn to recognize that if they really need specific county services, they will need to step up and pay for them.  
BLM must consider alternatives for managing the Western Oregon BLM Lands to protect

their wilderness characteristics.

I support  a  “No-Action” Alternative to preserve current regulations.
Sincerely,

Dave Oatman

1781 W. 34th Place

Eugene, OR  97405

541-345-4607  
doatman@comcast.net 
