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January 9, 2008
Bureau of Land Management

RE:
Western Oregon Plan Revision

Dear BLM:


 I am writing to comment on the draft environmental impact statement regarding the Western Oregon Plan Revision. I wish to express very significant concerns with the draft proposal. 


The draft proposal would add approximately one thousand miles of new road in an area which already is criss-crossed with far too many roads. 


The plan would substantially decrease the reserve areas for spotted owls and for the marbled murrelet. Both of those birds are threatened with extinction which is why they are listed under the Endangered Species Act. The proposed plan would present a serious threat to the health of those species. 


The amount of logging proposed under the plan is far too high and would significantly diminish the rapidly disappearing stands of old growth in our state. 


I am concerned about the impact of the substantially increased logging on rivers and streams, including damage to the watersheds of many communities. 


In general I am deeply disturbed by many elements of the draft EIS. The present draft should be rejected as unacceptable. I strongly urge your agency to draft an alternative strategy which would more satisfactorily address the significant clause in the proposed plan. 


Thank you for considering my views on this important issue. 

Very Truly Yours,


Hutchinson, Cox, Coons,


DuPriest, Orr & Sherlock, P.C.


James K. Coons

JKC/erl

