Dear BLM,

I’m writing to submit my comments to the WORP. I strongly recommend the no action alternative. We need to sustain the old growth forests that remain and we must not decrease the buffers on rivers and streams. The BLM’s proposal for riparian areas is totally unexceptable. No cutting in Stream buffers! The silting of streams will not sustain aquatic life and will damage our drinking water.

The administration in Washington is trying to use the O&C lands to increase the cut. Contrary to BLM’s claims, the O& C act does not mandate logging. There are many ways of creating jobs in the woods without cutting them down. One would be to thin young stands to get forest products. The solution is not to cut OLD Growth. It’s time for new thinking in how trees are grown and harvested.

A problem never talked about is the blow down associated with clear cutting. We experienced that first hand with our neighbors "harvesting" their forest. A problem that will be increasing with global warming is water flow under the soil surface. The soil in a clear cut will dry up and may impact and kill trees standing in neighboring stands. I’ve seen it happen!

The NW Forest plan provides the absolute minimum protection to the creatures living in the forest. The judge that opened the forests back up by approving this forest compromise plan said so – the minimum! The trees are cleaning our air and helping to forestall global warming. Let’s not make the problem worse.

I strongly recommend the no action alternative.

Thank You Karen Perkins

