January 9, 2008 

Jerry and Lin Cook Harpster 
25143 Kyle Road 
Monroe, Oregon 97456 


RE:  Bureau of Land Management 
Western Oregon Plan Revision Comment 

We are very concerned about the proposed plan to increase logging in our Oregon forests.  We feel any change to log more timber is shortsighted and not in the best interests of the forests, the people of Oregon, and the generations that come after us. 

We have hiked and backpacked extensively in the Oregon Cascades and Coast range mountains. We live in the foothills of the Coast range. The areas that have not been logged are steep and along important water drainages. Many contain the last vestiges of the old growth forests.  It seems amazingly arrogant and short sighted to consider logging these areas. For a fast buck and in a relatively short period of time, they are gone forever. If the logging companies had practiced sustainable practices in past years, which are now legally required, we would not have to cut these areas and destroy habitat and what is left of our unique forests. 

BLM estimates $108 million in annual payments to counties--for how long? What happens when that money also dries up? We will be in the same position, without these incredible forests. Plantations are not forests providing the same habitat as those forests which would be logged in this plan.  These unique forests must be protected. They belong not only to the people of Oregon, but ALL AMERICANS. 

I grew up in Michigan, where my family often visited a tourist attraction of old growth pines. There is a fence surrounding them. It is all that is left of these big trees. It is a sad and pathetic statement on those who greedily choose to continue to cut until there was only one small stand left. 

It is our responsibility to look towards the future and make the tough decisions on the importance of our natural resources. It isn’t all about the science, it is about common sense. Please take into account those who do not profit from this plan. The common good must be the guiding principle, not the immediate  and limited financial gain. Our old growth must be preserved. 

Thank you, 

Lin Cook Harpster 
Jerry Harpster 



