Bureau of Land Management 

Regarding Western Oregon Plan Revision

I am opposed to any increase in the logging of our nationally held BLM lands.

 I am from a logging family for several generations back, and I have personally seen what has happened as a result of over logging of our national forest lands. It is not in our national economic best interest to continue over exploitation of our forest lands by selling off too many trees too fast. Oregon has an opportunity to use logging of our forest lands to sustain our rural families and economy for generations to come if we are willing to resists the temptation to cut as much of our forest as is possible for short term gains now. If we sustainably log our land, the profits that we do not make now will be worth many times what we can make on over logging. If we become one of the few regions left with quality lumber products we will be able to command prices for our products that would not have seemed possible now. 
I have been in the construction industry for almost 30 years now and I have been witness to the slow decline in the quality of the lumber products that are used for construction. What would have sold in the scrap bin 30 year ago now sells as grade A lumber. I have also been witness to the economic decline in many of the communities that I have lived in as the local forest is over cut to the degree that all of the logging and mill work jobs have disappeared while the companies that were responsible for overcutting moved on. I stopped blaming spotted owls for the loss of rural jobs long ago. There are fewer logging jobs because the harvestable lumber was sold out from under our rural communities while those communities retained very little of the profits. 

Cutting our timber too fast now is very much like harvesting your hay before it is ready. 

Eventually the cows of the rancher that cuts his hay to soon are going to starve.

Only an ignorant person or someone who has no stake in the local community would work the land that way.

Vincent McClellan  

