Green Mountain Ranch 

PO Box 186

Underwood, Washington 98651

January 9, 2008

Dear BLM decision makers,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the BLM Western Oregon Plan Revisions.

I am very concerned that the proposed revisions are ill-considered, widely opposed and likely to spawn endless costly litigation.  As a taxpayer, the last concerns me the most.  As a public lands advocate, volunteer and user, that part about the revisions being ill-considered is most troubling.

My family belongs to Backcountry Horsemen of Oregon, Columbia Gorge Chapter.  Our group assists land managers with volunteer time on a variety of projects, and I am familiar with the processes needed to create or revise management plans on federal lands.

In the case of the WOPR, these processes do not seem to have been followed, making implementation subject to the abovementioned endless litigation.   The list of groups opposed to these revisions of policy on lands so sensitively located is your assurance that you need to save the taxpayer’s money and revise (or abandon) your revisions.
I cannot close without specific comment on the part of your plan revision that annoys me the most.  OHV Emphasis Areas.  Let’s just call them sacrifice zones, for that’s what they’ll become.  OHVs are targeted toward and usually sold to the type of individual who is constitutionally unable to stay on roads or trails: that’s why they buy the darned things.  I know what I’m talking about.  My county, Skamania County Washington, is over 90% public land.  I’ve seen firsthand the damage OHV use creates.  
The inablility of the average OHV owner to stay on established roads and trails has lead many large timber companies to close their lands to all users.  In light of that, why would it be okay for an underfunded, understaffed public land manager to enable these folks to have their own emphasis areas on land that belongs to all of us?  If you’re going to allow OHV use on public land, it needs to be only on lands lying closest to major travel corridors.  The OHV’s would drive wildlife toward the backcountry and away from the travel corridor, and the roads and trails they ride on would be easier and more economical  to patrol.
For the sake of prudent stewardship of public resources, both natural and economic, please reconsider the proposed Western Oregon Plan Rrevisions.  

Sincerely,

Sally Newell

