To Whom It May Concern:

After careful review of the BLM Western Oregon Plan Revision EIS, I recommend the NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE.  I was previously employed as a fisheries biologist for the Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game and the U.S. Forest Service, Alsea District of Siuslaw Natl. Forest.  I have been a resident of Philomath, OR for the last 27 years.  

My primary duties for the U.S.F.S.  were surveying the remaining watersheds in the Oregon Coast Range for inclusion in the National Database in 1980.  My crew observed and recorded salmonid population estimates, habitat quality,  riparian diversity and condition, hydrologic measurements and features, and spawning/rearing habitat quality.

The surveys followed  streams and major tributaries to headwaters including a patchwork of U.S.F.S, BLM, and Private Timber Corp. land.  I completely understand the difficulty of managing the checkerboard of different land ownership.  We observed a variety of logging practices that impacted the fisheries and wildlife habitat most adversely on private land. Some areas logging areas left no riparian zone at all on salmonid viable tributaries, and others caused whole hillsides to slide blocking the stream to anadromous migration.

I appreciate the detail and quality of your presentation but as a fisheries and wildlife enthusiast I have the most issue with dropping the stream riparian zones from 360 ft each side to 100 ft each side in the other alternatives.  With salmonids and other wildlife in trouble these days I would prefer to see harvest and thinning of  2nd growth plantations than to the sacrifice of the remaining old growth trees especially in the riparian zones. 

Sincerely,

Jon S. Bendixen

2999 Southwood Dr.

Philomath, OR.  97370

541-929-3270

bendixenj@comcast.net  

