
January 8, 2008           

Edward W. Shepard, State Director
United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Western Oregon Plan Revisions
P.O. Box 2965
Portland, OR 97208

Dear Mr. Shepard:

I am writing to oppose the BLM's Western Oregon Plan Revision (WOPR) Preferred Alternative, 
and to state my preference for the No Action Alternative.  As a concerned citizen and a professional botanist working in the field of conservation, I am very concerned with the threat to water and fish  posed by the WOPR Preferred Alternative.  

I have become aware of the criticism of that alternative from the Environmental Protection Agency, in its letters to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (see Eugene Register-Guard, Oct. 17, 2007, pp. A1, 7).  I join in the EPA's concern about the potential destruction to water quality and aquatic resources that increased logging would pose.  In addition, there are a number of scientific peer reviews strongly criticizing the WOPR plan for its potential harm to endangered species and aquatic resources.  I urge that the analyses of impacts be reviewed by a reputable independent scientific organization.

The reduction in size of riparian area management zones in the WOPR EIS from those in the current (No Action Alternative) status also poses a great risk to water quality.  There are a number of research studies which link the size of riparian buffers to reduction of deleterious watershed impacts including sedimentation, peaks flows, woody debris, loss of shade and subsequent heating of waters, and increased surface runoff. 


I am also concerned with the potential of increased logging in Old-Growth Forests.  Most of the ten per cent that remains was set aside for permanent protection by the Northwest Forest Plan in 1994.  Now, the Bureau of Land Management seeks to log much of this last bit of old growth.  The WOPR preferred alternative would circumvent the Northwest Forest Plan by allowing massive logging of old growth and mature forests on Oregon BLM lands, permitting a 700 per cent increase in logging Oregon's last BLM old growth forests.  Lane County's protected BLM old growth reserves would be cut nearly in half.  Statewide, 24 per cent of logging under the BLM's preferred plan would target trees 200 and more years old.  Over 200 square miles of mature and old growth forests would be clearcut.  Please do not make the mistake of logging old growth preserves in order to provide a temporary boost to the economy.  

I urge you to take the No Action Alternative and reject the BLM’s Preferred Alternative.

Sincerely,

Angie Kimpo

3420 SE Willamette Avenue,

Milwaukie, OR, 97222


