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 Dear BLM, 

I am writing to express my outrage at your WOPR Plan that is completely irresponsible and would be so very detrimental to our communities, environment and way of life in Southern Oregon.  

We all know clear cutting is very detrimental to the environment, damaging or destroying sensitive plants and animals, killing fish, causing erosion, dangerous mud slides, decreasing oxygen, contributing to global warming, damaging and even destroying water supplies and so much more!!!  

Southern Oregon is a beautiful area and its economy is more and more based on outdoor recreation and tourism.  The WOPR seems to have no concern for the livelihoods of the communities affected by this destructive plan.  Increasing logging is not a sustainable economic move, but one that causes a short boom and then great losses that will not be recovered in our lifetime or even that of our children, most likely.   This is short-sidedness, penny wise and pound foolish, and it is the communities that are left with there ravaged and raped lands to try to pick up the pieces.

There should be no more logging of old and ancient forests.  These forests are national treasures, even international treasures, to be honest, and our greatest defense against global warming and the devastation of our climate.  Clear cutting causes loss of moisture, loss of water, increasing temperatures and drought. Forests like these are found nowhere else in the world.  It would be a crime to destroy them.

BLM lands should remain under the jurisdiction of the Northwest Forest Plan in order to be in compliance with environmental laws, including the endangered species act and the Clean Water Act.  What good are laws if our government agencies just ignore them when want something the law protects????  

The WOPR plan completely disregards the needs of Oregon’s fragile wildlife including the endangered spotted owls, marbled murrelets, red tree voles, as well as large mammals such as black bears, elk and cougars.  

The WOPR’s plan for opening up over 100,000 acres to off road vehicles is absolutely inconsiderate.  Much of our population lives near public lands containing quiet forests, sensitive meadows with beautiful wild flowers in the spring, that have been protected from marauding, loud, damaging off road vehicles.  It would not be kind to allow such an invasion on the lives of our communities.

Our rivers are national treasures.  People come from far and wide to swim, raft, and fish, and in the fall, to watch the magnificent salmon leap up the waterfalls.  Clear  cutting kills salmon.

As you can see, I am strongly opposed to the WOPR.  There are sustainable logging practices that consider the land, water, trees, plants, animals, and people who live here.  It seems that the BLM should be looking out for what’s best for our planet, not for the fiscal benefit of private corporations.  You are a public agency and should be looking out for what’s best in the long run, for generations to come.  As time goes by there will be less and less wild places.  The great ones who will be remembered as heroes will be those with forethought: those who see past the greed, who see the big picture, and stand up for what is right, not what is easiest.  

I urge you all to be heroes!!!  To save these places that will not come again in our time if they are lost.  To think of protecting something that is truly the work of God.  

Thank you very much, sincerely,

Lisa Kelz 541-592-6775

9545 Takilma Rd., Cave Junction, OR, 97523

