January 10, 2008

Bureau of Land Management

Western Oregon Plan Revisions Office

PO Box 2965

Portland, OR  97208

Email:  www.daylightdecisions.com/wopro
Dear BLM,

I am writing to comment on BLM’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement and proposed resource management revisions in my district, during your public comment period.


I attended BLM’s Public Hearing and heard you defend your revisions as new science.  My personal experience with natural resources brings me to alert you to my concerns about Alternative 2, and to state that I cannot support the WOPR plan.

My property is a floodplain along Mosby Creek, which I am reforesting with a USDA EQUIP 10 year grant.  Oregon’s  Governor Kulongoski has named watershed restoration a priority, and Cottage Grove High School as well as community volunteer groups have designated projects underway.  

At first I thought I had contracted simply to plant trees.  After the first year of ice, wind,  saturated soils and runoff, drought,  and animals damage to the individual trees, I could see that I am truly planting a forest which must be self-repairing and self-sustaining. I have read that the native forest can replenish its soil nutrients, ground water resources, and canopy and habitat needs when stands of diversity age 200-500 years.

Your DEIS gives careless attention to resources needed for forest survival.  For example, I find only 2 ½  brief pages covering “Soil”, where you state that soil productivity is simply achieved by the addition of fertilizer and nitrogen, raising more questions about your science as well as the costs of expedience.  Also, your planned reduction of riparian stream buffers will dramatically reduce protection of water resources.

I want to recommend the science writings of the 1,300 researchers from 95 nations, which was published in 2005 as the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment by the United Nations.  It highlights 2 key issues that revolve around the fact that ecosystem degradation is fast reaching dangerous new levels.  First, the way society has sourced its food, fresh water, timber, fiber and fuel over the past 50 years has seriously degraded the environment and the process in only accelerating as humanity’s need for resources grows exponentially. Of equal importance,  any progress achieved in addressing common global goals of poverty and hunger eradication, improved health, and environmental protections is unlikely to be sustained if resources on which humanity relies continue to be degraded.  

The WOPR DEIS is based on computer models, and not on contact with old-growth forest environment or with Oregon’s role in the world bank of resources for a healthy planet.  I ask BLM and my elected representatives to reject this economic modeling in favor of one that conserves Earth’s natural capital.

Respectfully, 

Dian Missar,

PO Box 567

Cottage Grove, OR  97424

