I use our public forests for recreation on a nearly weekly basis and I am extremely disappointed with BLM’s proposed WOPR. As a taxpayer, I expect BLM to practice better stewardship over our natural resources, to protect our watersheds and clean drinking water sources, and to prevent wildlife and fish habitat destruction. WOPR  emphasizes short-term revenue gain for a few instead of sustainably healthy forests for all of us in Oregon. We should protect what is left of Oregon’s old growth heritage forests, and restore those forests that have been degraded. Half of BLM forests were clearcut in the past century and converted to overstocked tree plantations. Thinning small trees could offer more than 2 billion board feet of commercially valuable timber if actively thinned while preserving our last, best public lands for generations to come.

