December 14, 2007

Bureau of Land Management

Western Oregon Plan Review

To Whom It May Concern:

I am very concerned about the proposed Off Highway Vehicle use plan in the southern Oregon area. The idea of expanding the current plan is ludicrous and in my opinion we need to ban or severely limit all OHV’s on public forest ground. 
I was born and raised in southern Oregon and from the time I was 7 days old my parents carried me, led me and set me loose in the woods. I have tromped across thousands of miles of our woods; hunting, fishing, hiking and running. It alarms me at how many miles of roads have been closed to motorized travel (cars/trucks) yet allowed for motorcycles and ATV’s. 
If a road needs to be closed for protection of the environment, be it erosion control or allow animal escapement, then close it and post it correctly so it can be enforced. Do not build a pit trap and then allow all OHV’s in to harass animals and tear up roads in sensitive environmental areas. 

I have personally seen areas in the Johns Peak area that are being destroyed by “recreational OHV’s. It’s not as though the OHV’s stay on the main dirt roads either. They make trails everywhere. The erosion caused by the trails is horrible. The main dirt roads that they drive get ripped up bad enough that to then drive a pick-up over them is nearly impossible. I can’t imagine the costs of fixing these roads. 

Besides the erosion is the damage that they cause to wildlife. Study, after study, has shown that motorized vehicles cause deer and elk to alter how they use their environment. Already traditional winter ranges are being impacted. During this last deer season I hiked 45 minutes up an old logging road and down a ridge to watch an area of buck brush and Mountain Mahogany. I had already observed several deer and was just trying to identify what was present and if it was legal. And then I heard it. A couple of ATV’s tearing up the logging road. The next thing I saw was deer jogging out of the brush and leaving the area. The ATV’s were still about a mile away and the deer were already alarmed enough to abandon their feeding. 
For the record, I am opposed to Off Highway Vehicle use on all BLM managed ground.  I feel as though they incur high amounts of damage to the existing road system, to the ecosystem that they create trails in and by the erosion that they cause. I am opposed because of the impact that they cause on wildlife. And I am also opposed because of the enormous potential for wildfire. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Stephanie Bigman

