I was just looking at a book of photographs of logging in the Northwest around the turn of the (20th) Century.  One photo shows a man with a handsaw tackling a 12ft.-diameter cedar that would ultimately be turned into shingles.  Those gigantic trees and the forests containing them are all but gone now.  We live in a different world.  I look at those photographs and see everything made of wood—the houses, furniture, shingles on the roof, the board sidewalk, the signs, sign posts.  Everything was made of wood then, but that era is over.  The massive logging that took place in the 20th Century is also over.  Many people refuse to understand that logging is a dying industry.  Oregon counties cannot continue to rely on revenues from logging.  We have to adapt and change.  There is still logging to be done, for sure, but it must be restricted to thinning tree plantations.  There should be no clear cutting at all and absolutely no old growth logging.  This is the direction and the reality of the future.  The BLM needs to change its mindset and make its primary mission one of protecting what old growth still exists and encouraging the growth of new forests.  This is how it can best serve the people—living and not yet born-- of Oregon, the Northwest, the U.S., and Planet Earth.  

