Dear BLM,

I am very concerned that the changes that the WOPR recommends will unravel the protections for our forests, and lead to water pollution, degraded habitat, and increased conflict and controversy. Why has the Norwest Forest Plan’s environmental protections been discarded, in favor of more cutting?

It is disappointing that at a time when public consensus for old-growth protection and second-growth thinning has never been stronger, the BLM is proposing to clearcut forests older than our nation, and turn complex ecosystems into tree plantations, forests most susceptible to severe wildfire.

Please protect remaining old-growth forests, and focus on already logged-over areas, creating jobs in restoration thinning projects that benefit watersheds, preserving habitat and fishing opportunities, and generating wood products without damaging irreplaceable treasures. Our children will treasure the lands we leave for them. Let us be able to state that we were good stewards.

Thank you.

