Dear BLM,
I am very much opposed to the direction the Bush Administration is headed with the management of nearly 2.6 million acres of federal forests under the Western Oregon Plan Revisions.  The changes the BLM is proposing will unravel the protections of the landmark Northwest Forest Plan, which was created as a scientifically sound compromise among dozens of top industry, academic, and government scientists.  Where is the scientific evidence that can justify discarding the environmental protections of the Northwest Forest Plan?  
The BLM needs to address the WOPR’s effect on forest fires, global warming, and the survival of old growth ecosystems.  The cumulative effects of WOPR policies on water quality and upper Willamette spring Chinook salmon must also be analyzed.  Your economic analyses fail to consider the work of highly respected economist Ed Whitelaw of EcoNW who has shown that old growth timber is more valuable to the local economy standing rather than turned into lumber.  What impact would the WOPR have on the recreation and fishing industries and on flood control?  WOPR’s flaws guarantee protracted lawsuits which could wipe out any predicted short-term economic gain.  
I have been an Oregon resident for the past 24 years.  An ecologist and educator, I taught community college classes on old-growth forests in the 1990’s.  I am shocked that now,  when there is strong public consensus for old-growth protection and second-growth thinning, the BLM is proposing to clearcut most of their best remaining old-growth and turn complex ecosystems into tree plantations most susceptible to severe wildfire.   The WOPR will destroy some of Oregon’s most special places, places that I have visited and places I hope to visit some day.  What will we tell our children? 

I urge you to reject the WOPR.  Instead, please protect remaining old-growth forests, focus active management on BLM lands in already logged-over areas, and create job opportunities in restoration thinning projects that benefit watersheds, reduce wildfires, and generate wood products without multiplying past mistakes.

Sincerely,

Sharon Blick

89030 Fir Butte Rd

Eugene, OR  97402

