1/11/08

To: the Bureau of Land management

Regarding: WOPR

Thank you for extending the comment period on this most important of decisions.

I do not approve of this proposal, as many components are detrimental to both our environment, and our communities.

I was born and raised in the Illinois Valley and grew up hiking and playing in the beautiful forests and rivers around Takilma.  When I was younger I just loved the forests and probably took them for granted.  

I remember as a kid many times when my parents and other community members would write letters, spend hours on the phone, and go to demonstrations and rallies to protect our forests.   

As a college graduate I have returned to my community with a much greater understanding of how precious and rare intact forests and unspoiled rivers like these are.  My college friends want to come visit and even our distant relatives come here on vacations to experience the magic of nature.

Now at 29 I realize that our natural resources are not infinite and need to be protected and cared for in order to be sustainable, and that how what we do to our environment has far reaching affects and may contribute to the destruction of our climate and our world.

I oppose the WOPR as it includes clear cutting and a lack of adequate riparian buffers.  It demands timber yields that are impossible to fulfill without cutting indiscriminately, ignoring laws, endangered animals and plants, and public opinion.  This is not sound, safe, sustainable forestry.  It allows cutting in old growth forests which is unacceptable as these forests are almost completely demolished and what is left should be preserved for ever and ever in some kind of monument or park.

Thank you for hearing my opinion and comments, 

Ida M. Madsen

