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Western Oregon Plan Revisions
PO Box 2965

Portland, OR  97208

To the Bureau of Land Management:

I am writing to express my concern and opposition to the Western Oregon Plan Revisions as proposed by your agency.  The revisions will come at the expense of clean air and drinking water, carbon storage to combat climate change, endangered species (including the old growth ecosystem itself!), recreation, and a priceless inheritance for future generations.  High quality drinking water originates on BLM lands for the citizens of Salem, Corvallis, Eugene, and 70 other Oregon communities.

The Secretary of the Interior has heard from 113 scientists (and maybe more by now) who say that “the plan ignores, and may have distorted for political reasons, evidence about the spotted owl to justify opening old growth habitat to logging.”  Ron Sadler, retired chief of forestry planning for BLM, has noted that the BLM timberlands draft is a failure, and that “BLM refuses to recognize that the scarce resource is not the spotted owl, or any of the other 300 + plants and animals associated with old growth timber.  The scarce resource is the old growth ecosystem itself.”  I believe it is time for you to protect, not pillage, these immense trees and the ecosystems of which they are an integral part, and which play a critical part in producing clean air and water.

I am also aware that this plan will condone increased use of herbicides, to which I am totally opposed.  Not only will these herbicides poison the forests where they are used, they will trickle down hillsides, streams, and rivers to accumulate in the lowlands where they will pose health hazards for many years to our unborn children.  Use of these poisons constitutes chemical warfare on the people and many creatures (both plant and animal) who call the Western states home.  We need to completely eliminate the use of poison pesticides for the sake of ours and our children’s future:  and what about the people who must manufacture these substances?  In the past, BLM has been judicious in their use of herbicides (nearly none), and I hope that attitude and practice continues.
I hope the BLM can withstand political pressure and do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Robin Winfree

December 4, 2007

