                                                                                                                    Jan 10, 2008

BLM—WOPR plan 
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Portland OR

My concern involves what I see as the massacre of whatever remaining forest can be grabbed, chopped and splintered in our vanishing sawmills. The 19th century belief that the unlimited resources of the “New World” existed solely for white Europeans to exploit lingers, but the reality has changed greatly. As we can see today, the resources are finite and can reach extinction, which is the situation in our forests. A century and a half of unchecked greed has turned almost all of the magnificent Redwood, Sequoia and Douglas Fir stands into shingles and kindling. The few remaining are in great danger since they are not able to pick up and run away. It only takes one fool with a chain saw a few hours to end 2000 years of growth. 

These magnificent trees have to be seen to be believed. Unfortunately, most of these giants were chopped long ago. To see them you must go to Big Basin or Redwood Drive in Northern California or a few other places where they were saved. These trees used to cover the West Coast thickly from San Francisco to Vancouver Canada. Much of this area is paved over today.

These trees are our legacy and that of our children, not to be sold or given to greedy interests that think only of profit made today and save nothing for tomorrow. I find the latest BLM plan, the WOPR, to be nothing but a short-sighted grab for the last remaining slivers of our legacy before anyone catches on to what’s happening. 2.6 million acres is so vast I have trouble comprehending it, yet that is what you propose. I find you are ignoring your own guidelines on growth boundaries, endangered species and water and land pollution to satisfy Big Timber without considering the wishes of the huge majority of the constituency, people such as myself. 

I vote loud and long to cancel this sale, protect whatever remains of these great forests in perpetuity. 

Let them use brick!
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