Dear BLM,

RE: WOPR, possible OHV site in Anderson Butte area: I OPPOSE

I understand that part of your Western Oregon Plan Revision of the Northwest Forest Plan includes a possible OHV site in the Anderson Butte area.  Your proposed revision is of personal concern, as I happen to live in this area, and would be affected by your revision.

MY INPUT IS: DO NOT GO THROUGH WITH THIS REVISION: KEEP OHV’s OUT OF THIS ECOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE AREA!

The Anderson Butte area is a large natural grassland just on the backside of Wagner and Anderson Butte, just behind where I live.  Besides having stunning views, there are many native plants here and this is an important deer winter range.  The noise OHV’s produce would pose a nuisance to humans and cause much greater disruptions to wildlife that make their home here.  However, an even greater threat—to the entire vital watershed—is that the soils in this area are very shallow and fragile.   HENCE THIS TERRAIN  CANNOT HANDLE THE EROSION PRODUCED BY OHV TRAVEL.  In addition to the environmental effects, trailers carrying the OHV’s would be using my road—Wagner Creek Rd.—as well as Anderson Creek Rd.—to access the Anderson Butte area.  Wagner Creek Rd. is simply not constructed to handle this excess traffic.  The potential for accidents (we have some treacherous curves, and have had a number of accidents) would also increase.  

Please keep me informed about your plans, and any forums for public input.  I was not aware of the extent of your revisions until a neighbor told me about them just today.  I assure you that there are many concerned citizens who live in this area who would be seriously affected—and unhappy—at your proposed revisions, and are now being informed about this situation.  

Very truly yours,

Irene Saikevych

8835 Wagner Creek Rd.

Talent, OR 97540 

