I am writing you to voice my concerns about the WOPR.  For many reasons this plan seems ill conceived and smacks of political favoritism to the logging industry.  Here are the reasons (in no particular order) I urge you not to go forward with this plan:

1. BLM lands protect water quality for communities’ drinking water. Diminished protection on these lands will affect the drinking water quality for the citizens of Salem, Albany, Corvallis, Eugene, and Roseburg, among others. Many experts predict a water crisis in the near future for our country and world.  Let us not invoke land management policies which will degrade our watersheds.

2. Many businesses rely on healthy rivers, fish populations, hiking opportunities and work in the woods. The commercial fishing industry depends on high quality salmon habitat. Cottage industries that harvest tree boughs for wreath making, collect commercial mushrooms, or take visitors rafting, fishing or hiking flourish on public forests in western Oregon.  This plan would degrade the lands where these timber harvests are planned and would significantly hurt all the above important uses of our public lands.
3. While it is true that timber-dependent counties are struggling to provide services due to lagging budgets we should realize logging old-growth isn't a long term solution.  Cutting down all of the big trees will put us right back in the same place a few years from now.

4. Healthy, standing forests provide a priceless living environment. Healthy, protected forests are one of the most important natural assets that Oregon’s economy is based on. More logging on BLM lands diminish Oregon’s quality of life and will reduce property values for those living near these lands. Public lands are where people go to find solitude, to walk their dogs, to hike, to hunt, and for children to explore and learn about nature.
Many areas that have been logged in the past are now overgrown and ready to be cut.  By practicing restorative thinning in these areas, we can meet the demand for timber, provide an influx of money to rural counties and protect our watersheds. All of this without cutting down trees that were already giants when Lewis and Clark first came to Oregon.

Sincerely,
Don M Kuhns

