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Western Oregon Plan Revision

VIA e-mail

To Whom It May Concern:






1/11/08

The Western Oregon Plan Revision is a fatally flawed vision which neither complies with current law nor provides responsible stewardship of our public forests.

On behalf of the Rural Information Network, I urge the BLM to adopt the No Action alternative.  Selection of any proposed alternative would result in irrevocable destruction of public resources.  As we enter the 21st century, public lands management should focus on maintaining what little intact late succession habitat remains and encouraging the development of mature forest characteristics in impacted lands.

The WOPR should be withdrawn and replaced with a plan emphasizing restoration of degraded areas, thinning plantations, and reduction of small diameter fuels in rural interface areas without the cutting of trees greater than 80 years of age or 30” DBH.  Such an approach would provide rural employment while reducing the risk of catastrophic wild fire.

The proposed increased cutting of large, fire resistant trees will weaken forest health, reduce wildlife habitat, as well as increasing the long term threat of extreme wildfire.  The proposed reduction in riparian buffers will result in the “taking” of endangered plant and animal species.

The challenges rural Oregon faces economically and environmentally are too formidable to overcome with stale reiteration of destructive management practices from the past.  Our best choice for the future viability of rural Oregon is preserving all remaining mature forests while engaging our ingenuity, dedication, and hard work to restore maximum health and ecological function to previously logged areas.

Sincerely,

John Bianco

Research Director,

Rural Information Network

