Dear BLM,
  I strongly oppose the WOPR initiative.  Plans to increase (double or even triple!) logging will increase clear cut acreage and harm wildlife habitat.  Road construction for logging is known to harm stream habitat and salmon and other native fish are just some of the wildlife at risk.  Logging on even less-steep slopes can cause landslides…at least in high rainfall years, of which we have seen several since 1996.  Climate change and global warming promise more weather extremes.

  ATV use for recreation is much more harmful than other forms of recreation.  Areas open to ATV use DO NOT need expansion.

  Undamaged forests and streams provide many different ecosystem services.  The healthy habitat we need to cleanse our environment of pollutants, high CO2 levels, and other human-made problems.  Forest wetlands absorb excess runoff in heavy rainfall years.  Forests on slopes help retain the soil. In another vein, we seek out forests for solace from noise pollution, congestion, and for contemplation.  Our spirit suffers as it is with so little natural world.
  In conclusion,  I strongly oppose the WOPR initiative.  

  Sincerely,

  Catherine Pake

  634 SE 52nd Ave

  Portland, OR 97215

