January 11, 2008

John Gerritsma

Field Manager, Ashland Resource Area

Medford District BLM

3040 Biddle Road    Medford OR 97504
Dear Mr. Gerritsma:
It is my understanding that you have been provided with a petition that claims to have an excess of 1500 signatures from people that oppose any OHV activity in the John’s Peak Timber Mountain area.  I would like to express my concern and challenge the validity of the document referred to above.  

On 1-10-08, Sequoyah Munroe representing the Motorcycle Rider’s Association, presented documentation to the Medford BLM office which directly contradicts the claims of the petitioners.  Specifically, Mrs. Munroe submitted a document to the BLM that was provided to persons who were asked to sign the petition in question.  Among the many embellished claims on the petitioner’s cover sheet, there is one particular sentence that is worth quoting for this discussion.  

“Many local residents who are OHV enthusiasts have already signed the petition because it is not anti OHV’s and this will not impact our local riders in any way.”
It is my understanding that the petitioners, while providing the signature pages, have omitted this very important cover page.  Additionally, it is my understanding that they submitted this petition claiming that each person that signed it is opposed to all OHV activity in the John’s Peak Timber Mountain area.  Clearly, by reading the quote above and reviewing the rest of the cover sheet, persons likely signed this petition without a full understanding of how their signature was going to be represented to the BLM.  As such, I suggest it would be unethical to inadvertently count a person as being opposed to an OHV area when in fact, they had every intention of supporting one.    

Therefore, as the President of the Motorcycle Rider’s Association and as a liaison for other interested groups, I wish to formally challenge the validity of the petition mentioned above and asked that it be removed from any consideration within the formal comment period for the Western Oregon Plan Revision (WOPR). 
Sincerely,

Steven M. Croucher

Motorcycle Riders Association

Medford, Oregon      

