January 9, 2008 

I HAVE BEEN READING in the Register-Guard about BLM’s plans for new management objectives, management actions and land-use allocations”.  Following are my concerns.  If my facts are wrong, I apologize, but this is what I have read in the paper.
Among other things, habitat would be reduced for threatened species.  But the environment is integrated; when some species are in trouble, there are other, not so obvious, problems occurring.

More than 1000 miles of new roads would be built.  But the government can’t afford to maintain the roads they have.  These roads also damage the wilderness by interfering with natural drainage patterns, and unbalancing the predator/prey ratio.  They increase the undergrowth as more light gets in, thus increasing the fuel for future wildfires.
Reducing the riparian buffer to 25 feet would cause huge problems.  Much of the work that has been put into reviving fish habitat would be wasted by the warming of the waters.  The river and stream banks would be much more vulnerable to erosion and damage.  And our precious watersheds would suffer.  So much planning and work has gone into managing and revitalizing, for example, the Siuslaw Watershed.  Shortening the buffer would undo so much of this work.  (I visited your site, and it looks like you are aiming for 60 to 100 feet.  This makes much more sense.)
Logging old growth timber is such a waste of that resource.  Those trees shouldn’t be cut just because some mills are only set up for large trees.  They can close or re-tool now, or cut down all the allowed old growth, and then close or re-tool.  The mills will have had to change in either case, and the trees will be gone for good, because we all know that current timber stocks won’t be allowed to reach that age and size in the foreseeable future.  

Instead of such a ‘quick fix’ use of this majestic resource, wouldn’t it be of more use for carbon storage, and watershed and wildlife management and health?  Their use for recreation, to hunt, fish, and be awed by the wonder of natural beauty, is a much more reasonable and responsible use.

This is important stuff, to both wildlife and human life.  Please don’t undo all the vital progress that has been made.  Has our society matured enough to value our amazing resources more than the fleeting profit their mismanagement can give some of us?  These lands are for the use of all the people of the United States, not just the logging companies, timber mills, hunters, fishermen, campers, hikers, mining companies or ranchers.  They are for all of us.
If there are problems of compliance with various federal laws, perhaps some of these laws need some tweaking, so that they are more in line with what needs to be done for the good of the country.
I know you have a difficult job to do, and I hope we can all work together to do what is best in the long term.  Best for the wilderness, for the watersheds, for the wildlife, and for all the people.
Respectfully,
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