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June 26 2012

TO Scoping Team Bureau of Land Management P0 Box 2965 Portland Oregon 97208

FROM Roger Brandt P0 2350 Cave Junction OR 97523 541 592-4316 rpbrandt@frontier.com

RE Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Dear Scoping Team for Western Oregon Resource Management Plan RMP

The BLM asked What should the BLM consider in the Western Oregon Resource Management

P/an to further the recoveiy of threatened and endangered spedes and to provide dean water

Logging is one of the most ground-disturbing activities to take place in watersheds yet have

rarely if ever seen any noticeable efforts by the timber toindustry capture and retain sediment

in and around their ground operations Logging can takedisturbing place near to or adjacent to

salmon bearing streams so it doesnt make sense that can extractoperators resources and

impact the ground but have no to containresponsibility sediment runoff

Sediment control and retention is not unique concept in todays society frequently see

sediment retention barriers at all construction sites along roadsides even at project sites with

disturbanceonly slight to the ground fully agree with and understand the reasoning for

containing sediment For this reason it is unbelievable that logging operations have no

apparent to containresponsibility the sediment from out ofescaping their area of operation and

into streams which can completely obliterate the effectiveness of ofyears containment efforts

in domestic construction operations What waste

The new RMP must require that all landscape altering and ground disturbing activities on BLM

lands includes the that theexpectation bidder/contract installs contemporary sediment retention

and erosion control barriers with the ofobjective capturing and retaining _% suggest 80%
of sediment before runoff water enters the natural drainage system This requirement aligns

with OC Act objectives purposes of protecting watersheds and regulating stream flow

Sin

Roger andt



June 26 2012

TO Scoping Team Bureau of Land Management P0 Box 2965 Portland Oregon 97208

FROM Roger Brandt P0 2350 Cave Junction OR 97523 541 592-4316 rpbrandt@frontier.com

RE Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Dear Scoping Team for Western Oregon Resource Management Plan RMP

The BLM asked How can BLM lands contribute to local economies and support local communities

When the Western Oregon Plan Revision WOPR was produced there was statement made in

the content that thought invalidated the documents projections for job creation The new RMP

must address this issue to avoid misleading the public about how forest management is benefitting

OC communities

The statement was in the closing paragraph of chapter five or six and said the following

paraphrased from memory

The creation of timber jobs will result in the loss ofjobs in other sectors of the economy and the

loss ofjobs in these sectors is expected to be greater in the southern part of the state

live in the southern part of the state so of course this caught my attention

inquired what jobs were expected to be lost and what sectors of the economy would be impacted

and received no reply from the BLM Personally dont think anyone had the slightest idea

although suspect the industries that the BLM was referring to include the tourism hospitality

recreation and real estate industries

The BLM and many politicians held up the WOPR as model plan for creating jobs even though

not single person among them appeared to have any idea if there would be more jobs lost in

these other sectors than would be created for the timber industry In essence they were using

incomplete information provided by the BLM and in using this information were misinforming the

public Pernicious in appearance illogical in practice

What can be done to provide more reliable job creation estimates

The new RMP must require all planning documents produced within the districts covered by the

Western Oregon RMP to provide COMPLETE ANALYSIS of economic benefits and impacts from all

proposed forest management projects

The new RMP cannot allow incomplete socio-economic analysiss that begins and end with the

single objective of determining how much money the timber industry is going to make and how



many jobs will be created for the timber industry All analysis must help the reader and community

stakeholders understanding the potential impacts of timber sales on other forest dependent

industries to include tourism hospitality real estate recreation fishing anadromous fish that are

important for ocean based fishing fleets as well as the impact on property owners within

management view sheds whose property values may be impacted which also impacts the ability

of realtors and brokers to sell property and generate living and the ability of communities to

retain the quality of life values they need to market themselves to attract business development

job creation retirees with retirement incomes spending supports service and retail jobs and

home-based entrepreneurs and service providers who conduct business via teleconferencing and

internet self employed people count as jobs and their spending supports service and retail jobs

In this very simple assessment it appears to me that the potential for job creation in these sectors

are far greater than the timber industry could possibly sustain and so it seems fair to conclude that

if the only objective of BLM forest management is to create jobs for the timber industry it will

clearly result in loss of jobs in other sectors as was predicted in the WOPR

The BLM needs to understand these trade-offs to avoid the risk of undermining the economic

stability of OC communities by implementing job creation strategies that inadvertently destroy

greater number of jobs than are created More important these trade-offs need to be clearly

disclosed to the public in all activities that alter the landscape on BLM lands

The bottom line here is there is significant economic sector capable of generating jobs and

introducing income into the community that hinge on the quality of life values produced by BLM

managed forest lands to include visual resources recreational opportunities and water quality For

the BLM to be an effective management agency moving forward into the 21 century and achieve

the objective of contributing to local economies and support local communities the RM must

recognize VISUAL RESOURCES RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNiTIES and WATER QUALiTY as

FOREST PRODUCTS Timber Products if the word timber makes more sense to you that are

essential for creating jobs and contributing to the economy If the BLM gives no consideration to

how OC forest lands are managed so they assure these lands contribute the products that

tourism recreation hospitality real estate and other economic sectors need to thrive then the

economic stability of OC communities and industries can be expected to suffer corresponding

impairment in their ability to create stable economy and diversity of jobs This is an outcome that

directly opposes the PURPOSE of timber management as stated in the OC Act contribute to the

economic stabifity of local communities and industries

Another thing that is missing from BLM economic estimates

may be wrong but dont recall ever seeing an economic analysis that includes in its cost-benefit

analysis an estimate on the cost of restoration fire control and impacts to anadromous fish

populations eg salmon in streams as it relates to production of fish for ocean based fishing



fleets For example in the WOPR some of the harvesting was described as clear cutting

different term was used but the description described what have always called clear cutting

down to the bare ground nothing standing logging but dont recall any estimate on how this

might burden society especially future generations with the responsibility of paying the cost of

environmental restoration weed abatement and fire control

It is no secret in southern Oregon that once you remove the canopy that shades the ground there

is community of shrubs and seeds waiting to grow have seen growth of latent shrubs sprout

up to two to three feet in single season after logging operation removed the canopy and within

five years the branches of different shrubs merged to create close-to-the-ground fuel source that

became denser and denser every year Within ten years the density of shrubs in logged over areas

can be so thick it is almost impossible for humans and wildlife to traverse This is an extremely

dangerous fire hazard Someone has to fix this problem

To fix this problem understand that tax dollars must be allocated to reduce excessive fuels

which imposes an unexpected and undocumented financial burden on me and everyone else in the

country and in another ten years the thinning has to be done again to reduce the risk of fire

destroying 10-20 years of tree growth which under contemporary BLM management objectives is

THE economic resource that BLM managers are forcing this community to depend for our

economic future if this burns up what are we supposed to do These costs and risks are not

added into any economic analysis in any BLM planning document have seen although these

outcomes are imminent

By not adding these costs into the cost-benefit analysis the BLM becomes complicit with the timber

industry to place the economic burden on society They get the profit and transfer the

responsibility and cost to the people of the United States to clean up the mess

Maybe the BLM isnt doing this on purpose but now that have written and made you aware of the

issue if you continue it will be very clear to me that the BLM is participating willingly and

deliberately to support the transfer of wealth away from people like me my friends my neighbors

and my community our schools libraries etc into the pockets of the timber industry The BLM

has no business facilitating robbery

To fix this problem the RMP must require that ALL economic analysis of logging operations must

include in the cost-benefit balance sheet projection of what the future cost will be for stream and

forest habitat restoration fuel reduction management and an estimate of the millions of dollars

that must be spent on fire control or at least projections on what it will cost to retain fire-ready

fleet and staff to administer and operate it This estimate must include the approximate span of

time that it will take for the forest to be restored back to its original condition before logging the

stand As part of all timber sales require the timber industry to purchase bond to cover the

expenses of restoration fire control weed abatement etc over that time period If the logging



operation doesnt pencil out as profitable under these conditions then it wasnt viable proposition

to start with

But the good news is the forest will continue to grow and increase in value until profitable

proposition can be made with the business owner retaining full responsibility for the present and

future impacts that their profit-making will have on the forest This is after all fair And there is

no reason why the future cost of restoration and management of fuel loads and threat of

catastrophic fire cannot be reduced by owner/operator if they adopt more conservative harvesting

practices that retain the canopy and minimize impacts to the watershed By adopting these

conservative methods logging interests can reduce the cost of restoration and fuel reduction the

overhead will be less expensive and profits will be adequate for sustaining their business

The RMP must be written to manage timber sales so the cost remains fully on the bidder and not

single cent gets passed off to society

Roger andt

this comment letter use both the words timber and forest which to me mean the same thing

but may have different meaning to the BLM reader To clarify how use these words provide

my definition of these terms here Timber and forest are both terms use for productivity on

BLM lands see productivity from diverse perspective to include production of logs wildlife and

vegetation that are useful as food recreational opportunities to include shade bird watching

swimming etc and resources such as scenic landscapes that make community marketable in

multiple sectors of the economy understand that all of these forest/timber resources have an

economic value in one way or another and can be used to diversify the economy and create jobs

When you see me use the word forest or timber am talking about all the potential economic

values that can be produced on BLM land This includes any comments might make about habitat

restoration or improving water quality because diverse wildlife populations and healthy rivers are

both marketable assets for the tourism and recreation industries as well as increase quality of life

in the community which makes it more marketable to the traveling public makes real estate in

our communities more marketable and increases our ability to attract business development The

term timber industry as use it refers to the entities that extract logs and make dimensional

lumber wood chips and other wood fiber products



July 2012

TO Scoping Team Bureau of Land Management P0 Box 2965 Portland Oregon 97208

FROM Roger Brandt P0 2350 Cave Junction OR 97523 541 592-4316

rpbrandt@frontier.com

RE Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Dear Scoping Team for Western Oregon Resource Management Plan RMP

The BLM asked How can fiLM lands contribute to local economies and support local

communities

have heard of at least three nonprofit organizations that tried to hold fund raising event

on BLM lands but couldnt because the BLM demanded they pay more money to the agency

than they could have earned doing the event

In one case the group planned to do their fund raiser using BLM trails which this group had

been maintaining for several years on behalf of the BLM The purpose of the event was to

raise funds to purchase equipment they needed for trail maintenance The BLM made the

cost of holding the event so high that all the funds raised by this group would go to the BLM
which had done nothing to upkeep these trails in many years The group got discouraged

and stopped maintaining the trails The trails are now set on trajectory of deterioration and

possible closure which does nothing positive for the local community and gives the

community no way to market this recreational opportunity to the traveling public The BLM

gave no support to the local community and impaired economic development

Another group wanted to hold fun run that included route that went over County

managed property USFS State park and BLM land This was going to be significant

economic development opportunity for the community that was expected to attract runners

from all over the region All of the activity was to take place on dirt roads that were

maintained by the local mill or power company The BLM did nothing to maintain these roads

never The total distance of the run was about five miles with about half mile of the route

over BLM land All the other management agencies supported the event and none asked for

fees The BLM demanded fee of five dollars for each person to cross the half mile of their

land price that was more than half of the registration fee the money for the fund raiser

There was no way for the nonprofit to earn income from the event so it was canceled and

the only reason it was canceled was because of the BLM The BLM facilitated an outcome

that took away support for the local community and impaired economic development

The BLM asked how can BLM lands contribute to local economies and support local

communities The answer is very simple The BLM needs to stop throwing up barriers

against special events that raise money for selfless nonprofits so they can be more effective



at supporting communities with their volunteer work Stop throwing up barriers against

groups who are trying to assist the BLM by reducing the demands on your maintenance

backlog Stop throwing up barrier against low impact uses of public lands walking and

running on existing roads has negligible impact on BLM infrastructure but the health benefits

and fund raising benefits support the local community and create economic opportunities

The new RMP needs to establish guidelines that make it easier for BLM staff to work with

their local community especially with community advocates who strongly support BLM lands

and are in good position to increase the number of stewards and stakeholders who will

contribute time and resources toward keeping these lands clean trails open weeds pulled

and watch for document and report illicit activity The RMP needs to remove the barriers

that have severely discouraged the local community from enjoying BLM lands and using

these lands for positive and healthy activities

There are many cost saving benefits that can be obtained by encouraging positive low

impact use of BLM lands This is because the more this type of activity is encouraged and the

more that this type of stakeholder is out enjoying the land the less hiding places there are

for illicit activity and hence the less demand on law enforcement

The new RMP needs to make it easier for nonprofits to organize low impact events and

activities on BLM land There is no plausible justification to burden nonprofit with fees if

their event will have no impact on the landscape which includes walking on trails running

on gravel or dirt surfaced roads and riding bicycles on paved roads Nothing is accomplished

by charging them fee for an activity that will have no impact on resources and create no

maintenance liabilities but does increase the potential for events being canceled see above

Taking money away from these organizations through charging fees does nothing but reduce

the effectiveness of the organization and its ability to support local communities and

implement innovative ideas for events and activities that contribute to the local economy

The best way for the BLM to contribute to local economies and support local communities is

get behind these groups and give them boost forward rather than stand in front of them

and act as an impenetrable barrier The new RMP needs to analyze how low impact events

can be used to increase partnerships volunteerism and generation of young advocates

who will become the stewards of these lands in the future The RMP needs to develop

model for measuring the economic value that these low impact events contribute to

communities and the value of these partnerships and volunteer activities contribute toward

reducing maintenance backlogs and other operation costs The RMP needs to develop

strategy for increasing these partnership and volunteer activities through support of low

impact events on BLM land and can achieve this by analyzing how the BLM can make it

easier for nonprofits to organize low impact activities and events on these lands for the

purpose of increasing community health raising funds and contributing to the economy



Community health raising funds and activities that encourage increased travel spending in

community have economic value and the RMP needs to have method for estimating the

value of these benefits as product of the land and the forest that grows on it

suggest the new RMP empowers district staff the people who interface with the

community and have relationship with community advocates and volunteers to become

more independent in their ability to make decisions about fee waivers for low impact events

rather than be required to follow policies made in distant office by people with no

understanding of the people and culture that staff in district offices must work with in the

communities where they live

To accomplish this the RMP needs to provide definition of what is considered to be low

impact activities such as riding bicycles or holding running/walking events on paved or

gravel roads or walking/running events on trails or equestrian events on trails designed for

equestrian use and provide guidelines for basic requirements of safety and insurance

coverage

Make it strategic goal to increase community activity on BLM land and use low impact

events to build corps of community partners who can help reduce maintenance liabilities

dump-site cleanup trail maintenance repair of vandalized infrastructure etc and report

illicit activity Acknowledge the economic value that low impact activities on BLM land can

contribute to local community and count these benefits as product of the land in the

same way as extraction of timber and minerals are considered to be economic products

Include performance standards in the new RMP that provide an avenue for rewarding staff

who excel at using low impact events to develop partnerships and increase volunteerism that

reduces the cost of maintenance backlog reduce the need for law enforcement patrols by

reducing the places where illicit activity can hide by encouraging more stakeholders eyes

and ears to be out using the resources and use BLM lands to increase the products

community can generate from these resources to increase the effectiveness of nonprofit

organizations such as raise matching funds for grants support youth activities defray the

cost of local government to provide services etc all of which increases the marketability of

the community as place to retire establish business or visit These have profound and

long lasting economic value that the BLM can help contribute to community by supporting

low impact community events on BLM land

Roger ndt



July 2012

TO Scoping Team Bureau of Land Management P0 Box 2965 Portland Oregon 97208

FROM Roger Brandt P0 2350 Cave Junction OR 97523 541 592-4316 rpbrandt@frontier.com

RE Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Dear Scoping Team for Western Oregon Resource Management Plan RMP

The BLM asked How can fiLM lands contribute to local economies and support local

communities

The answer is simple Align all forest management on OC lands to achieve the five

PURPOSES of forest management as stated in the OC Act

This may seem obvious but the experiences that we the members of communities and

owners of businesses and industries in the OC corridor had with the Western Oregon Plan

Revision WOPR demonstrated to us that the BLM staff managing the development of this

planning document were not interested in contributing to local economies and supporting

local communities This immediately became clear within the first ten pages of the document

when the WOPR planning team added footnote saying they were going to disregard the

five PURPOSES one of which was to manage the forest to contribute to the economic

stability of communities and industries This included cutting out the PURPOSE statement

when quoting the OC Act in the content of the WOPR as well as other literature and in

many instances replaced the OC Acts PURPOSE statement with dialog that supported

timber-only management objective We the communities and industries who depend on

forest resources and who the Act specifically stated were to be the beneficiaries of forest

management on OC lands were completely cut out within the first ten pages of the

document The new RMP needs to establish clear guidelines that tell district staff that this

type of behavior as completely unacceptable and establish guidelines for disciplinary action if

staff solicits and willingly participates in any way in this type of deceptive behavior and

betrayal of public trust This is the first step the new RMP can take to contribute to local

economies and support local communities

The development of the WOPR also surfaced cultural problem within the ranks of the

BLM that became evident during community meetings held to obtain public input for the

development of the WOPR BLM staff consistently 100% of the time in meetings attended

and in all personal discussions had with staff misquoted the 0C Act More specifically

they would not acknowledge the Acts PURPOSE statement the part that tells the listener

that economic stability of local communities and industries is primary target of forest

management and frequently inserted pro-timber industry statements in place of the

PURPOSE statement BLM staff had to be constantly reminded they were misquoting the

OC Act but even after multiple corrections the staff continued to misquote the Act at



subsequent meetings BLM staff demonstrated no remorse for what appeared to be

deliberate effort to mislead the public into believing the OC Act allowed only production of

logs for the timber industry Over the months that the WOPR was being produced saw no

evident effort by administrators to change their personal behavior or their staffs behavior

and the misinformation continued at all levels call this cultural shortcoming within the

ranks of the BLM because it appeared that the entire agency or at least the representatives

who were interfacing with the public appeared to feel there was strong administrative

support for deceiving the public The WOPRs history represents an extreme violation of

public trust and the new RMP must determine how to truncate this cultural habit with

administrative guidelines that clearly state misinforming the public is unacceptable Provide

ways for the public to report incidents of misinformation and help staff obtain accurate

information so they have choice to perform their duties responsibly Establish zero

tolerance policy for repeated incidents of public deception am guessing that the reader of

this comment letter is thinking there are already guidelines in the Agency that forbid

misinforming the public However the WOPR clearly demonstrates that these quidelines are

not effective and the internal culture of the BLM appears to be disregarding these guidelines

as an acceptable way of doing business This is severe problem and needs to be

addressed

The BLM will fail in any effort to effectively use OC lands to contribute to local economies

and support local communities by continuing to cut us local forest dependent communities

businesses and industries out of the Agencys forest management objectives by

circumventing the five goals of timber management listed in the PURPOSE statement of the

OC Act The new Western Oregon Resource Management Plan must make the five goals

listed in PURPOSE statement of the OC Act the core objective of all forest management in

the new RMP To achieve this the new RMP must analyze how the forest can be managed to

produce the forest products that forest dependent communities and industries need to

generate stable economy This includes logs for the timber industry scenic values for the

tourism and real estate industries shaded forests clean rivers and diversity of wildlife for

the recreation industry and quality of life values that make community more competitive

and capable of attracting diversity of businesses and industries to move their enterprise

and jobs to the OC corridor

have heard some BLM staff and timber industry advocates argue that scenic values shade

clean rivers diversity of wildlife and quality of life values are not forest products They

assert the ONLY forest product that creates jobs is logs However there is ample research

and documentation that supports the assertion that scenic landscapes quality of life values

etc create jobs and increase the economic stability of communities and industries and the

BLM will not be effective at contributing to local economies and supporting communities until

these products become an integral objective of all forest management efforts With this in

mind want to point out that in the request for public input for the new RMP the BLM

asked What new or innovative ideas should the fiLM consider/n the planning process for the



Western Oregon Resource Management Plan suggest that it is long overdue for the BLM

to take an innovative step toward managing the forest to broaden the economic benefits of

OC lands to include wider range of beneficiaries The new RMP can achieve this by

recognizing scenic values shade clean rivers quality of life and other forest resources as

forest products and make these products legitimate objectives of future forest

management During the development of the new RMP the BLM needs to analyze how these

forest products contribute to the economic stability of forest dependent communities

business and industries in the OC corridor and produce model for estimating this value in

way that can be compared with the economic benefits of producing single output logs

to benefit single industry All future management of OC lands must balance these outputs

so the overall productivity of OC lands can be maintained at its maximum level with every

acre of BLM producing an economic output every year many industries put to work rather

than once every 80 years production of one product logs to support one industry

During the development of the WOPR BLM staff explained at community meetings that the

reason the WOPR HAD to focus entirely on timber production was because of an agreement

between the timber industry and the BLM to increase the production of logs exclusively for

the benefit of the timber industry The way it was described to me by BLM staff this meeting

took place behind closed doors with no other stakeholders or representatives from other

forest dependent industries present or invited maybe not allowed to be involved in the

discussion If the BLM is serious about orienting the new RMP to contribute to local

economies and support local communities the Agency will absolutely fail by holding secret

closed door meetings with only one stakeholder allowed to manipulate the outcomes of

timber production on OC lands for their exclusive benefit The new RMP must be written to

require districts to analyze if this type of manipulation has happened during any phase of the

development of management plans including the new RMP and disregard all input obtained

in this manner as illegitimate Establish guidelines for taking disciplinary action on staff who

solicit and engage in these manipulations Require all public input to at least allow the

opportunity for stakeholders with diversity of perspectives and economic needs to attend

and be able to respond verbally or in writing

Roger randt

In this comment letter use both the words timber and forest which to me mean the

same thing but may have different meaning to the BLM reader To clarify how use these

words provide my definition of these terms here Timber and forest are both terms use

for productivity on BLM lands see productivity from diverse perspective to include

production of logs wildlife and vegetation that are useful as food recreational opportunities

to include shade bird watching swimming etc and resources such as scenic landscapes



that make community marketable understand that all of these have an economic value in

one way or another and can be used to diversify the economy and create jobs When you

see me use the word forest or timber am talking about ALL the potential economic values

that can be produced on BLM land This includes any comments might make about habitat

restoration or improving water quality because diverse wildlife populations and healthy rivers

are both marketable assets for the tourism and recreation industries as well as increase

quality of life in the community which makes it more marketable to the traveling public

makes real estate in our communities more marketable and increases our ability to attract

business development The term timber industry as use it refers to the entities that

extract logs and make dimensional lumber wood chips and other wood fiber products The

term forest dependent industries include the timber industry tourism industry recreation

industry ocean based fishing fleets depend on anadromous fish real estate industry and

any business or industrial entity that might benefit from quality of life values that BLM lands

contribute to community



July 2012

TO Scoping Team Bureau of Land Management P0 Box 2965 Portland Oregon 97208

FROM Roger Brandt P0 2350 Cave Junction OR 97523 541 592-4316 rpbrandt@frontier.com

RE Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Dear Scoping Team for Western Oregon Resource Management Plan RMP

The BLM asked What new or innovative ideas should the BLM consider in the planning process

for the Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Here is an idea for increased productivity while retaining values that improve habitat water

quality and contribution of OClands to the economy

Make each acre of BLM forest land productive every year not once every 60-80 years as is done

by committing these lands exclusively to the production of single product logs with the

only beneficiary of this production being single industry the timber industry

Here is the situation that is created by this outdated productivity model along with antiquated

goals that focus only on produdng logs for the timber industiy

The Western Oregon Plan Revision WOPR estimated timber production to be achieved in

cycles of eighty years Under this model there is only one product being produced and the

output from each acre happens only once in eighty years Eighty years is the lifetime of

human Some people argue the cycle can be accomplished in 40 years but even this represents

significant impact considering this is more than the length of an average career

It would be more effective to increase the productivity of every acre so there is an economic

output every year rather than once every eighty years

What are the outcomes of forest management plan that seives the economic interest of

single industiy

How can communities create jobs attract business development and diversify our economy if

the only contribution from BLM managed forest lands is timber production for the single

purpose of producing logs for single industry the timber industry an industry that is

exporting jobs overseas and automating the rest of the jobs out the door The outdated timber

production model that has been core objective of traditional BLM forest management is

setting course for less jobs in the future

Without adapting the new RMP to the realities of industrial outsourcing of jobs the BLM will

become facilitator of job loss in all of western Oregon rather than job creation



The job loss predicament is exacerbated by the fact that the BLM has traditionally ignored the

economic development needs of other forest dependent industries tourism recreation real

estate etc all of which represent jobs that CANNOT BE OUTSOURCED These are the most

reliable option for sustaining the economic stability of OC communities and hence represent

the obvious avenue for achieving the OC Acts objectives of timber management that

contributes to the economic stability of communities and industries

In all the planning documents have seen the BLM gives little to no consideration to how to

manage the forest to provide resources that will help ALL forest dependent industries tourism

recreation real estate etc thrive In essence the disregard for these forest-dependent

industries all of which represent the foundations of diverse economy and economic stability in

OC communities has positioned the BLM as barrier to rural community economic

development through proactively facilitating the exclusion of these industries from planning

objectives to assure all benefits of OC lands are committed to the economic needs of timber

industry

Condusion

An RMP that follows old models of forest management that focus on production of logs for the

timber industry as primary goal will send western Oregon on trajectory of significant job

loss impair the growth of other forest dependent industries and force rural communities into

greater poverty This is the productivity model that creates one output from an acre of land

once every eighty years The recommendation being made here is for the new RMP to adopt

different strategy that generates an economic output from each acre of BLM land every year

How to make every acre of BLM land productive every year rather than once every 60-80 years

You do this by managing BLM OC forest lands to empower ALL forest dependent industries to

benefit from BLM forest lands Manage the land to create opportunity for many sectors to

benefit not just the timber industry

For example visual resources are important to the tourism industry recreation industry and

real estate industry If you take away the visual resources then it is logical to conclude that the

ability of these industries to grow will be impaired Impairment will result in reduction of

communitys ability to diversify its economy and use OC lands to put wider range of people

to work

This is what the new RMP must consider and indude in its management goals and objectives

The new RMP needs to analyze how the BLM can manage western Oregon lands to help OC
communities to empower ALL forest dependent industries so they become more effective at



using these lands for generating an income By putting these industries to work each acre of

BLM will generate an economic output EVERY YEAR not just once every 80 years or 20-40

years if that estimate is more comfortable for you it is still hefty waste of productivity to

commit BLM lands to exclusive log production at even the most optimistic timber cycle

estimates

The RMP must embrace wider acceptance of what is considered to be forest product For

example VISUAL VALUES have the potential of creating significant number of jobs by making

community more marketable and will likely result in creating greater number and diversity

of jobs than can be created by outdated economic and job creation objectives that require

cutting trees down to benefit single industry the timber industry The recognition of VISUAL

VALUES as forest product that creates jobs is an innovative idea and the Western Oregon

RMP represents an opportunity for the BLM to utilize this forest product to step into new era

of productivity and economic stability for OC communities and industries

The new RMP needs to analyze what VISUAL VALUES can do to create jobs for forest

dependent industries like tourism recreation real estate as well as increase the marketability

of communities to attract new business development attract retiree relocation people with

pensions contribute income to communities the same way as people with pay checks and

home based entrepreneurs who earn their living through telecommunication and on-line

services VISUAL VALUES represent significant opportunity to put these industries to work and

attract jobs that are far greater than anything the timber industry can produce under outdated

forest production models used by the BLM in the past

Is this model that exdudes all timber production

This doesnt mean that there will be no more timber production What is being proposed here is

shift away from forest management model that is taking us toward increasing job loss

through outsourcing automation and exclusion of industries that need the forest landscape for

generating an income model that makes each acre productive once every eighty years and

redirect future management toward forest production that puts diversity of industries to work

to make each acre of BLM land productive every year To achieve this the timber industry will

continue to play role in helping to produce the forest products that give other forest

dependent industries the resources they need to generate an income

To accomplish this the RMP must specify the objectives of timber production on OC lands are

to produce the forest products such as visual resources that give other forest dependent

industries like tourism recreation real estate and others the ability to use these lands to

generate an income while we wait for the trees to grow for the next timber harvest Everyone

wins and each acre of BLM land in the OC corridor becomes productive every year not once

every 80 years



The BLM has the opportunity to create an RMP that will set course of forest management on

OC lands to produce an immense and positive impact on the future economic stability of all

OC communities in western Oregon

Roger Brandt

In this comment letter use both the words timber and forest which to me mean the same

thing but may have different meaning to the BLM reader To clarify how use these words

provide my definition of these terms here Timber and forest are both terms use for

productivity on BLM lands see productivity from diverse perspective to include production of

logs wildlife and vegetation that are useful as food recreational opportunities to include shade

bird watching swimming etc and resources such as scenic landscapes that make community

marketable understand that all of these have an economic value in one way or another and

can be used to diversify the economy and create jobs When you see me use the word forest or

timber am talking about ALL the potential economic values that can be produced on BLM

land This includes any comments might make about habitat restoration or improving water

quality because diverse wildlife populations and healthy rivers are both marketable assets for

the tourism and recreation industries as well as increase quality of life in the community which

makes it more marketable to the traveling public makes real estate in our communities more

marketable and increases our ability to attract business development The term timber

industry as use it refers to the entities that extract logs and make dimensional lumber wood

chips and other wood fiber products The term forest dependent industries include the timber

industry tourism industry recreation industry ocean based fishing fleets depend on

anadromous fish real estate industry and any business or industrial entity that might benefit

from quality of life values that BLM lands contribute to community



July 2012

TO Scoping Team Bureau of Land Management P0 Box 2965 Portland Oregon

97208

FROM Roger Brandt P0 2350 Cave Junction OR 97523 541 592-4316

rpbrandt@frontier.com

RE Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

Dear Scoping Team for Western Oregon Resource Management Plan RMP

The BLM asked

What should the BLM consider in the Western Oregon Resource Management Plan to

further the recoveiy of threatened and endangered species and to provide dean water

What new or innovative ideas should the BLM consider in the planning process for the

Western Oregon Resource Management Plan

How can BLM lands contribute to local economies and support local communities

An opportunity for increased productivity on BLM land while retaining values that

improve habitat for endangered species improve forest health and water quality reduce

fire hazards create recreational opportunities and provide employment and revenue for

forest dependent communities businesses and industries can be found in forest

management proposal called the Natural Selection Alternative NSA written by Orville

Camp in Selma Oregon

The compelling opportunity of the NSA plan has met resistance among BLM reviewers

who compare its economic productivity with entrenched forest management practices

using incomplete economic analysis based on 19th century opinions on what type of

forest products should be recognized as economically valuable For the BLM to be

innovative and more effective at contributing to local economies maintain clean rivers

and preserve critical habitat the Agency must move away of antiquated presumptions

about forest productivity from 200 years ago and start thinking in terms of 21 century

forest productivity as is being done with the NSA

For example the NSA plan calls for retaining the overhead canopy and culling only the

trees that are poised to die naturally because they are not able to compete with more

vigorous growing trees around them Below compares how this strategy of forest

management compares with the BLM contemporary management strategy



Contemporaly BLM forest management and its product output

The BLM counts only the output of logs and compares the NSA plan with landscape

changing logging operations stand replacing or select cut where the only output is

logs The expectation for continued economic productivity from these lands is anywhere

from 40-80 years before another harvest can be taken in stand replacement logging

operation but maybe sooner in select cut There are no other estimates made for

subsequent cost of maintaining these altered landscapes and no effort to understand the

overall cost/benefit this type of management approach contributes to the community as

whole and what it will cost society over the long term 20-80 years in the way of fuel

and fire control erosion mitigation loss of productivity in rivers important to ocean

based fishing fleets tourism recreation real estate value and the ability of

community to market itself to attract businesses and industries to establish their

enterprise jobs near to these managed areas

Economic outputs from the NSA plan

Timber Droduction continues in sustainable stream

Timber is extracted in continuous stream under full canopy that is collecting as much

as 80% of the sunlight every day of the year versus plantation were sun falls on

barren ground between seedlings for decade or more lost productivity on an

immense scale

Fire hazard mitigation

At the same time the full canopy shades the ground and prevents or impairs the growth

of shrubs canyon oak Manzanita buckbrush tanoak etc that can choke the landscape

and create severe fire hazards within 5-10 years after contemporary logging operations

remove the canopy and the sun hits the ground Contemporary logging requires either

the spraying of herbicides to eradicate these shrubs which also impacts sensitive or

endangered species or must pay the expense for crews to cut pile and burn these

fuels but must do this repeatedly because as have personally observed brush in fuel

reduction projects resprout from basal buds and can grow back within five years into an

equally significant fire hazard The NSA uses shade to control the growth of shrubs and

in this way also reduces fire hazards and the need for the cost of reduction of fuels In

addition to this shaded areas retain more water and higher humidity making lightning

fires burn slowly and allow initial attack to be more effective at preventing catastrophic

fires Older trees naturally cull and drop lower branches in highly shaded areas which

remove ladder fuels The NSA forest maintains very low fire risk and safer

environment for firefighters to work in There is less risk of losing the entire forest in

fire as frequently happens in uniform stands of BLM tree plantations

Reduction of cost to address Dublic outcry



Shade acts as an herbicide which is not controversial compared to the highly

controversial use of chemical herbicides in forest management that result in public

outcry law suits and demand on law enforcement to control demonstrations This

represents significant reduction in cost of forest management no cost for herbicides

and contractors to apply it and cost of mitigating public outcry millions of dollars in

lawsuits and settlements staff time diverted away from other work to address public

concerns and law enforcement to control demonstrations

Increase in the productivity of other forest dependent businesses and industries

The NSA managed forest is shaded scenic provides habitat for variety of

plants/wildlife and contributes to the scenic viewshed of the communities around it

These forests are suitable for recreational use in contrast to thickets of brush that

obstruct access into lands managed under contemporary logging practices and provide

variety of recreational opportunities to include bird watching variety of plant

communities and shaded landscapes that are suitable for hiking horseback riding and

mountain biking in contrast to stump fields weeds thickets of brush and disturbed

ground baking in the sun hike hundreds of miles every year and frequently explore

the back country and in all my experiences in southwest Oregon over the past 15 years

have seen every variation of these managed lands from recently cut to decades of

growth and can say with high level of authority that few if any of them are suitable for

recreational use when see these lands it makes me feel that the BLM is helping the

timber industry to run me off the land The NSA forest provides many ways for

community to market itself and put other forest dependent industries to work

Recreational opportunities scenic landscapes and wildlife diversity increase the

marketability of community and increase the value of property and ability to attract

retires with retirement income that supports businesses and services in community

as well as home-based entrepreneurs and telecommuters and businesses and industries

to establish their enterprises all job creators in the communities adjacent to BLM land

This represents significant contribution that BLM forest lands can contribute to the

development of employment and revenues in community and is one of the products

the NSA generates that the BLM gives no recognition to in assessing the value of this

plan

The current objectives of forest management on BLM lands is strongly biased to serve

the economic interest and security of single industry the timber industry which is

based on strategic objective that makes each acre of BLM land productive once every

40-80 years and does little to reduce the long range financial burden on society for fire

control habitat mitigation and stream restoration while at the same time severely

impairing the economic development of other forest dependent industries and spawning

expensive lawsuits The NSA broadens the benefits of forest management to include

wider variety of businesses and industries that can use the products of NSA managed

forest for generating an income which makes each acre of BLM land productive every



year while at the same time reducing long term cost of controlling fuel improving

habitat and avoiding expensive lawsuits which is all accomplished while producing

steady and sustainable output of logs for the timber industry

The NSA offers very innovative strategy for increasing forest productivity reducing the

cost of forest management attracting wider diversity of revenues into community

and using the products of the forest to put more people to work The BLM will not be

able to adopt this innovation and apply its principles without taking step toward the

21 century Some suggestions for taking that step include

Divers/ti the definition of forest product

The new RMP needs to recognize the forest has many products that can help

community generate an income to include logs scenic landscapes shade wildlife/plant

diversity clean rivers etc The new RMP needs to develop way of assessing the value

of these products on an annual basis and how these products contribute to community

and create jobs in forest dependent businesses and industries eg tourism recreation

real estate ocean-based fishing fleets etc and all forest management planning needs

to compare how timber sale will help develop or take away from the value of these

other forest products and what the approximate cost will be in lost revenues for the

forest dependent businesses and industries in community If the loss is greater than

what the timber sale will generate then it would be good idea to have method to

determine how the timber sale can be modified to improve the quality and diversity of

forest product that are important to the widest range of forest dependent industries and

balance this with profitable value in logs for the bidder

The new RMP must develop complete cost/benefit analysis

It is highly deceptive to tell the public how much money will be made from timber sale

without giving them an estimate of what it is going to cost them over the long term to

pay for fire control fuel reduction weed abatement and disease control stream

restoration and landscape restoration that require tax dollars to be taken away from

schools social programs and services to clean up after the timber industry The

community needs to see the ENTIRE cost of forest management over the span of

decades that will impact residents today and their children tomorrow method needs

to be developed to estimate what this cost might be and perhaps put this on scale of

best to worst scenarios the lowest and highest estimate of what it will cost society to

generate logs for the timber industry complete analysis should include an estimate of

gains and losses of income and jobs in other forest dependent industries that become

impaired when the forest products they depend upon are sacrificed in logging

operation Conversely compare any gains these industries obtain through forest

management projects that increase their assets by sacrificing log production with an

assessment of the losses in the timber industry Look at these gains and losses over the

span of decades not just the year of the proposed management project The RMP needs



to provide mechanism for adjusting the outputs that benefit all industries to generate

diversity of jobs and contribute to the economic stability of communities and

industries

Broaden the meaning of sustainable forest/timber production

The current emphasis of forest management on OC lands is to produce sustainable

industrial output of single product logs for the timber industry This makes each acre

of BLM land productive only once every 40-80 years by excluding all other forest

dependent businesses and industries from strategic planning objectives The BLM will

make these lands much more productive contribute greater benefit to the economy of

local communities preserve critical habitat and maintain cleaner rivers by developing

forest management objectives that include the development of forest products that are

needed by all forest dependent industries and assure they are treated with equal

importance in the strategic objectives of the new RMP It is important that the new RMP

identifies visual resources shade clean water etc as sustainable forest products

The NSA needs to be given serious consideration because as has been pointed out the

economic benefits to the community represent by an effort to broaden the definition of

forest products and increase the scope of forest dependent industries that are included

in strategic planning produces an economic outcome that is an admirable aspiration for

any manager

Sincere

Roger Brndt
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