-

: L o o L . ff;o@
"'Stephen Canning S L o ) - L -
POBox370 - . - - oo L same
41700 Chmook Way L

Port Orford, OR 97465 I
SJuly. 2, 2012

Bureau of Land Managem‘ent - o . o
- Oregon/Washington State Office. ' L
PO Box 2965
, Portlanal Ore@on 97205
RE: / scopnng comment on Resource lvlanagement Plan (RMP) for Weetern Oregon

!

As a resrdent of-a small town on the Oregon coast and as a citizen concerned about the use of
our federal lands, | am wrltmg to provnole my comments on the Bureau of Land l\/lanaqement (BLM) RMP

 for Western Oregon ‘

Port Orford 1S only one of numerous towns alonq the coast whlch rely on healthy rvers anol

~ streams for a healthy fishing Industry. - Those rivers and streams are, in large. part, dependent upon -

the management practices of the BLM of those lands. under 1ts JUr‘lSdlCthl’l As we are all aware,
healthy forests result in healthy watersheds and healthy streams. The health of forests and = -
watersheds are also important for the water eupphes for towns and aties throughout western Oregon’

and provide essential wildlife habitat as well s various recreationat opportunities both for Oregon

résidents and for. the tourists who have an INCreasing economic: |m19act on our region. For these

reasons, ‘| 5upport an RMP' based prumanly on mamtammg anal mcreasmg the health of BLM lands.

More epecmcally, 1 oppoee any management practice Whnch Would result in the increase in’

k logging of old-growth forests or reduction in protection for threatened or endangered species. | can

'ldlverslﬂcatlon and increased wnlclﬁres are JU5t the top of.the l|5t

see no JUStlﬁcathﬂ for logglng any more old- growth forest on BLM lands. Timber harvest on
plantatnons and other previously-cut lands may be consndered renewable but harvest of old- qrowth 15 3

“one time proposition given the hundreds of years necessary for the reqeneratlon of a healthy -

ecosystem. The only possible justification 1s for short-term economic gan to a small number.of

people which \gnores the long-term loss to a much larger and wider population, including qenerahone
to come. The losses from logging old-growth forests are well known and documented but far more
difficult to actually quantify than are ‘the economic gans: de@raded watersheds, loee of 5pecne5

s

Instead, the BLM should row emphasize foreet reetoratlon as the means to- meetlng the goale .

- of the O#C Act as well as meeting the restoration objectives of the Northwest, Forest Plan.

Obwviously, the: Foreetland Urban- interface should be the focus of attention in order to also, reduce the

| - likelhood of wnlalflre losees lnnovatton In.the utilization of small- ehameter trees 15" imperative.

i Although not ae €asy. and luerative as clearcuttlnq old- growth this is- where the BLM and private

’mduetry must concentr'ate efforte n order.to meet the competmg forest mana@ement obJectlves of
'Utnhzatuon and conservatlon ‘. S :



' By the same reasonmg, | support non- motorlzed recreation opportuml‘:les as opposecl to the
continued degradation caused by under- requlated off-road vehicle (OHV) use. | would like to note
that |-do not:-fault BLM for the under-requlation; | am aware that thewr funding 1s not conducwe to a
staffing level which would allow for them to perform this function.. This, however, underscores the
necessity of Judlclous management decisions when. consldermg opening new areas to OHV use,
especually n geologlcally and botamcally SCI’lSltl\/e areas..

Mmmq act|v1t|es are nearly always cletmmental to healthy [andscapes and although constramed ,
by antiquated mineral nights law, the BLM should attempt in the RMP to minmize the effects of-such.
'aCtIVlthS by requnrmg appropmate remedlataon and then actually enforcmg same. :

, In concluslon I reetate my main concern, WhICh | would urge the BLM to use as the central
precept‘m alevelopmg the RMF healthy landscapes provrcle the moet value to the most people

" Sincerely,
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