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THREATENED & ENDANGERED: Little Applegate Valley


Post Office Box 1330    Jacksonville, Oregon   97530


(541)899-6906    telav@deepwild.org

July 5, 2012 


Dear BLM NEPA person,



We wish to begin our scoping comments for the RMP by answering the bulleted questions found on your website at: http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/rmpswesternoregon/comments.php

· What would a successful plan look like to you?


A successful RMP would:


· Not overestimate the amount of timber that can be sustainably cut on BLM lands without doing irreparable harm to forest habitat, soils, water, and the ability of the residual forest to remain resilient and resistant to disease and wildfire.


· Work to modify BLM policies that interfere with trying new approaches and ideas, e.g. the contracting and timber sale  policy constraints that prevent experimenting with log sort yards.


· Must examine the concept of sustainability as required under the O&C Act and FLPMA. BLM must look at previous RMPs and indicate, why (figures are approximate) for example, 350 mmbf annually was analyzed as the sustainable harvest for the Medford District in the 1976 RMP, then 220 mmbf annually in 1985, then 57 mmbf in 1994. What factors contributed to the dramatic decrease in sustainable annual harvest, and why was the agency unable to predict this downward trend? What specifically is BLM doing differently to realistically determine what level of harvest is sustainable? How closely does BLM monitor plantations and partially cut stands to ensure that regeneration is keeping pace with computer models predictions that are used to predict annual harvest levels? 


· What kind of management does BLM do that you like and would like to see more of?


We would like to see more management:


· That protects wildlands by recognizing and preserving their wild qualities.


· Specific fire plans for wildlands that strategize letting natural wildfires burn in wildlands, and preventing large scale ground disturbance (excessive bulldozing of fire lines) during firefighting in wildlands.


· More law enforcement of timber theft, illegal mining, illegal dumping, illegal OHV use especially during fire season.


· More road decommissioning and obliteration.


· More funding and management to protect resources: water, soil, historical & archeological resources, recreation resources, non-commercial fire hazard reduction.


· More ACECs, RNAs, Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, trails, and campgrounds. 


· What kind of management does BLM do that you do not like and would like to see less of?


We would like to see less management:


· Timber sale designs that fail to attract bids.


· Fewer OHV play areas, particularly in the Medford District.


· Logging across all size classes: focus logging in the understory.


· What is the appropriate scale and scope of the plan?


The appropriate scale of the plan should be at the district level. The appropriate scope should cover all proposed, possible, and potential management options and activities available to BLM. 


· What new or innovative ideas should BLM consider in this planning process?


· Shifting the quest for timber volume from auctioned timber sales to contract-based restoration forestry, which could supply significant timber volume. See: Ecologically Appropriate Restoration Thinning in the Northwest Forest Plan Area: A Policy and Technical Analysis at: http://www.oregonwild.org/oregon_forests/old_growth_protection/westside-forests/Kerr%20Andy.%202012.%20Ecologically%20Appropriate%20Restoration%20Thinning%20in%20the%20Northwest%20Forest%20Plan%20Area.pdf.


· Explore removing legislative and bureaucratic barriers to utilizing log sort yards as an experimental sales method for timber and forest products.


· Analyze which management areas have much higher than average protests, appeals, and litigations (PAL) of timber sales. Do the same analysis to determine which management areas successfully sell their timber sales with no PAL. Get the first group to learn how to design non-controversial timber sales from the second group. Considering the costs of sales delayed or needing re-design due to PAL, penalize managers who consistently draw PAL.  


In regards to the resources BLM manages:


· What is the appropriate mix of old, mid-aged, and young forests on BLM lands?


· The mix depends on site-specific conditions and history. Because older forests have been significantly reduced on BLM lands, all older forests in patches of at least 100 acres should be reserved from entering for industrial activity (road construction, logging, mining, motorized recreation). Regardless of forest age or ecosystems present, all unentered landscape patches of at least100 acres should be reserved from entering for industrial activity. BLM should focus intensive management in the already developed landscape.


· How can BLM provide habitat for fish and wildlife and contribute to the recovery Endangered Species Act listed species?


BLM “can provide habitat for fish and wildlife and contribute to the recovery of endangered species” by”


· Protecting remaining quality habitat from being degraded through intensive management for resource extraction: road construction, logging, mining.


· Protecting remaining quality habitat from being degraded through non-industrial activities (illegal dumping, recreational mining, OHV use, target shooting) through increased law enforcement and training of BLM employees.


· Focus on restoration of the best remaining habitat that has already suffered degradation.


· How should BLM manage forests to protect property and ensure our forests are fire resilient?


BLM should manage forests to protect private property by:

· Prioritize restoration thinning treatments along road corridors and clusters of residences intermingled with BLM lands in the WUI.

· Avoid thinning canopies in unentered stands in and near WUI.

BLM should manage forests to ensure they are fire resilient by:


· Manage to increase canopy closure to retain stand moisture.

· Thin from below to remove understory fuels and fire ladders.

· Retain all large and mid-seral trees in stand during thinning.

· How should BLM-administered lands be managed to contribute to clean water and safe drinking water?


BLM can manage lands to contribute to clean water and safe drinking water by:

· Build no new roads, except temporary short spurs on ridges
if absolutely needed. 


· Decommissioning and obliterating all unnecessary roads.


· Requiring all grazing permittees to keep livestock out of streams and wetlands. 


· Do more to prevent illegal dumping.


· Require full log suspension when yarding on steep slopes above streams.


· Research and establish OHV locations that do not degrade riparian areas and are non-controversial. Close everywhere else to OHV use. 


· Eliminate suction dredge mining on BLM streams.


· Actively propose a 100% increase in Wild and Scenic Rivers on BLM lands.


· Hire more law enforcement to protect our water resources from dumping, OHV abuse, mining, grazing violations, etc.


· What types of recreation opportunities should there be more of or less of on BLM lands?


· BLM should restrict OHV use to designated areas that are non-controversial and do not impact important wildlife habitat, streams and aquatic habitat, recreation resources and quiet uses. See Attachment A for an example of why the Anderson Butte OHV Area proposed under WOPR should be rejected.


· BLM should identify and restore heritage trails using partners like the Siskiyou Upland Trails Association that worked to restore the historic Sterling Mine Ditch Trail system.


· BLM should identify scenic road loops to increase opportunities for motorized tourism.


· BLM should work to eliminate suction dredge mining from monopolizing important recreation opportunities.


· BLM should review all roadless wildlands for protection as dispersed recreation areas. Several worthy wildlands should be designated as Wilderness Study Areas. See Attachment B for our nomination of the Dakubetede Wildland as an ACEC and potential Wilderness Study Area as part of these comments.


· Designated target shooting areas need to be established where the sound will not disturb residents of private property. Target shooting areas should be situated in rock pits and quarries located in draws and coves, not on ridgecrests where the sound travels for miles. Target shooting should be prohibited during fire season, as several large fires presently burning in the Rockies were started by sparks from target shooting. 


· How can BLM lands contribute to local economies and support local communities?

· My local economy is supported by the beautiful BLM wildlands that surround our remote inholding on the Little Applegate River canyon. Guests and students at our retreat and education center are attracted by the inspirational pristine scenery, peace and quiet, and world-class historic Sterling Mine Ditch Trail System, all amenities provided by undeveloped BLM wildlands.


· Local communities could be supported by shifting focus of forest management from timber sales of mature trees to restoration thinning of younger previously entered stands through contracts with local business. Log sort yards could potentially support more local people in the rural locations of the sort yards, both as employees and source of materials for local sawmills, furniture manufacturers, pole fence and barn builders, cabinet makers, and other woodworkers.


· BLM could establish more campgrounds with local hosts living on-site. Campers spend money in our local business community.


TELAV recommends that BLM build a Preferred Alternative that recognizes how BLM forests in western Oregon provide clean drinking water, habitat for fish and wildlife that supports hunting and fishing and ecotourism, diverse recreation opportunities, and quality of life that makes Oregon a great place to live. This Preferred Alternative would:


· Advance conservation goals by protecting all remaining mature and old-growth forests on BLM land and restoring clean water and strong salmon runs that come from these forested watersheds. Public values associated with older forests would be conserved and protected. This is key to reducing public controversy and increasing public support for BLM.


· Protect all remaining unentered hardwood stands, chaparral, grasslands, and wetlands on BLM land.


· Advance economic goals by encouraging the careful thinning of plantations and fire prone forests, which will produce both timber and jobs while restoring forest health.


· Advance the broadest social goals by working with communities to pursue job creation through restoring watersheds, providing timber in an ecological manner, and embracing recreation-based tourism.


· Shift BLM efforts to ecological restoration of forests and watersheds. Effective restoration of western Oregon forests and watersheds requires a combination of well-planned approaches. Restoration will help to achieve the social and economic objectives through job creation and rural community stabilization. The Preferred Alternative should mandate environmentally sound restoration activities including:


· Stream restoration and riparian planting;


· Road maintenance to improve water quality;


· Road removal where roads are no longer needed;


· Thinning tree plantations and fire suppressed forests to help create more natural forests.


Planning for restoration must be comprehensive and include careful consideration of ecological processes. There are 750,000 acres (nearly 1,200 square miles) of tree plantations on BLM lands in western Oregon, many of which could benefit from careful thinning.


· Would maintain the Northwest Forest Plan


For the NFP to function, all current environmental protections must be preserved. The BLM lands in western Oregon provide essential ecological links between national forests in the Coast Range, the Cascades and the Klamath Mountains. Scientists already rejected the removal of BLM lands from the NFP, concluding that nothing could compensate for the essential role these lands play in the conservation of the Pacific Northwest’s forest ecosystem.


· Would call for a cautious approach to restoration of fire-suppressed stands, placing priority on areas closest to homes and communities. Thinning small trees and brush to reduce fuels and restore forests is appropriate if environmental damage (such as road building) is avoided. Reintroducing fire in these fire-starved forests is less expensive and more ecologically appropriate and should be prioritized.


In Summary, protecting the remaining mature and old-growth forests and other unentered ecosystems on federal lands, and refocusing the agencies on restoring forest and watershed health will yield multiple public benefits:


· The end of public controversy over logging mature and old-growth forests,


· Greater public support for federal forest management;


· Fewer conflicts over wildlife habitat requirements;


· Fewer appeals and lawsuits; 


· Lower management costs.


Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I have prepared these comments on behalf of TELAV: Threatened & Endangered Little Applegate Valley, the Community Conservation Program of Birch Creek Arts & Ecology Center, a public-benefit tax-exempt corporation.


Chant Thomas, Director


Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs


ATTACHMENT A: 


Reasons Why The Anderson Butte OHV Emphasis Area 


as proposed in WOPR is not compliant with current RMP


At the BLM open houses for WOPR, BLM staff and management mentioned “the entire Medford District is open to OHV use”, leaving many folks with the impression that BLM’s bureaucratic hands are tied regarding OHV management, at least until WOPR is implemented. However, in studying WOPR and the present RMP, we realized that BLM has an existing mandate to actively manage OHVs to protect important biological and recreation resources as directed by the RMP, specifically in the area known in WOPR as the proposed Anderson Butte OHV Emphasis Area. OHV use in this area has greatly increased the last few years, and OHV enthusiasts are planning to increase their use of the proposed WOPR OHV emphasis areas this year in anticipation of the upcoming OHV process. Meanwhile, we urge BLM to act now while OHV use is low to manage areas where OHVs are presently prohibited under the RMP. 

According to WOPR DEIS (page 331), 11,094 acres of designated Deer Habitat Management Area, also known as Critical Deer Winter Range are located within the potential 11,742-acre Anderson Butte OHV Emphasis Area. The present RMP ROD (page 48) directs BLM to “manage (these habitat areas) with an emphasis on providing thermal cover and minimizing disturbances”; and to “restrict activities to avoid disturbance between approximately November 15 and April 1.” Since most OHV activity occurs during autumn/winter/spring seasons and by nature is an activity that constitutes a major disturbance to wildlife, BLM should prohibit OHV use in this Deer Habitat Management Area.


The Sterling Mine Ditch is an important cultural and historical resource that BLM has managed as a Special Management Area (SMA) in compliance with the Antiquities Act. The Sterling Mine Ditch, approximately 20 miles in length on BLM land, traverses the south slopes of the Anderson/Bald ridge. According to the present RMP ROD (page 60) and the WOPR DEIS (page 142), this SMA is closed to OHV use. BLM should enforce its prohibition of OHV use in the Sterling Mine Ditch SMA.

The Sterling Mine Ditch Trail System provides hiking and horseback access to the Sterling Ditch SMA, and has always been closed to OHV use. As such, this trail system has for decades been very popular with hiking, hunting, and horse enthusiasts who desire a wilderness trail experience without the user conflicts associated with motorized recreation. Because of its location in dry lower elevations, this trail system provides year-round access and is especially popular during winter months when higher elevation trails are covered with snow. BLM should prohibit OHV use in the areas accessed by the trails, as prohibiting only OHV use on the trails does nothing to stop OHV use near the trails and having the same deleterious impacts on the quality recreational experience.


Hidden Creek and Listening Tree are short hiking trails (1 mile each according to WOPR DEIS [page 127] that have been managed as Environmental Education Areas with OHV use restricted to existing roads according to the present RMP ROD (page 58). BLM should enforce its prohibition of OHV use off existing roads on the areas serviced by these trails.

The Holton Creek Research Natural Area is a 423-acre old-growth reserve located on the north slopes of Point Mountain. According to the present RMP ROD (page 61), this RNA is closed to OHV use. BLM should enforce its prohibition of OHV use in this RNA.

Present BLM guidance under the RMP ROD (page 63) states: “Manage OHV use on BLM-administered land to protect natural resources, provide visitor safety, and minimize conflicts among various users.” The potential Anderson Butte OHV Emphasis Area is already a long-established home to hikers, birders, hunters, horseback riders and others seeking quiet recreation. BLM should utilize its capacity as described in the RMP to manage this area as closed to all OHV use to safeguard the resources as described earlier.


We urge BLM to act swiftly and work with us to develop a plan to protect this sensitive area from OHV impacts as empowered by the RMP. We believe that such a plan should encompass the following six components:


· A detailed map of the area as an identified special deer habitat area, showing the other special management areas, the closures and the rationale for managing as a non-OHV area. 


· Posting special OHV prohibition signs at all trailheads for the Sterling Mine Ditch trail system and the Listening Tree and Hidden creek trails, and at all other identified OHV access points to these trails.


· Educational outreach in the media and to the OHV community advising of the closures.


· Active enforcement, especially on weekends. Engaging local residents and encouraging them to call in observed OHV violations to assist enforcement. One important question: What type of citation/fine do OHV violators face?


· Identify, map, post, and block guerilla OHV trails (BLM recreation staff say these unauthorized trails are illegal).


· During fire season, when all trails and unmaintained roads are closed to OHV use, have all BLM, USFS, ODF, ODFW field staff report all such OHV use, especially locations, descriptions and license numbers of parked vehicles that likely hauled the OHVs.


We would like to see a summary of past and present BLM management of OHV use in the Anderson Butte area including postings, enforcement actions & results, field data (e.g. OHV user interviews, location of guerilla trails, etc.) collected, roads/trails closed. 


ATTACHMENT B


This document nominates a portion of the Little Applegate River watershed, locally known as the Dakubetede Wildland, to be designated by BLM as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) as a next step toward designation as a Wilderness Study Area. This nomination is submitted by Chant Thomas, co-director of Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs, on behalf of members of the local conservation organization Threatened & Endangered Little Applegate Valley (TELAV).


The Dakubetede Wildland comprises two recognized roadless areas (Dakubetede and Trillium Mountain) separated by the unpaved road along the Little Applegate River, which flows through a scenic canyon. The area includes all or part of Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 35, and 36 in T39SR2W, and part of Sections 18 and 19 in T39SR1W. Total approximate acreage for the proposed ACEC is 8,500; 6,500 in the Dakubetede unit north of Little Applegate Road, and 2,000 in the Trillium Mountain unit south of the road.  The area was nominated as a Wilderness Study Area in 1980 during a BLM roadless area review.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) would require special management attention expressly to protect the important and relevant values of the area from potential effects of actions otherwise permitted by the RMP, especially mechanical forest thinning and mechanical thinning in woodland and shrubland habitat. The special management attention should be unique to the needs of the Dakubetede Wildland, and include terms and conditions specifically to protect the important and relevant values occurring in this area. 


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC meets the “relevance” criterion set by BLM because it contains several of the relevant elements listed in the ACEC nomination announcement:


1. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains “significant historic, cultural, and scenic values.” 

The scenic canyon of the Little Applegate River and its surrounding wildlands have been recognized as a Heritage Landscape in a campaign to identify particular Oregon landscapes with important historic, cultural, and natural values. According to materials developed for the project, 


“Heritage Landscapes are relatively undeveloped expanses of land that provide an important setting for a community to maintain connections with its historic past, and to nourish connections with landscapes representative of natural conditions that existed prior to the community’s establishment. Heritage Landscapes often provide important amenities to communities, including scenic vistas, drinking watersheds, green belts and recreation areas.” 


“As community residents interact with these landscapes over time, whether just viewing or exploring intimately, they build a connection with the landscape, and begin to develop a Sense of Place. As people connect with each other in and about these landscapes, the landscape begins to weave a thread through the community. The landscapes become known and loved in the community, and evolve into Heritage Landscapes.”


“Uncommon in the western U.S., Heritage Landscapes have been widely used as planning units in New England, Europe, Australia, and Canada. Massachusetts maintains a formal Heritage Landscape Inventory Program through its Department of Conservation and Recreation, which finds them to be “vital to the history, character, and quality of life of our communities.”


Just upstream from the valley-bottom farms, the Little Applegate River flows for several miles through a scenic canyon. The pristine mountain slopes rising from both sides of the river canyon comprise the Dakubetede Wildlands, several thousand roadless acres of high ridges and remote side canyons. Except for a few private in-holdings and the dirt canyon road, the Medford District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages this wild roadless area. An extensive and well-maintained trail system provides access into much of the area’s remote interior, while a network of unpaved roads accesses the area’s perimeter.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains several historical sites of interest. The primary hiking trail follows the historic Sterling Mine Ditch for 16 miles. The ditch, constructed in 1877 to deliver water for hydraulic gold mining along Sterling Creek, is a registered National Historic Landmark, and is managed by BLM as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. Along the ditch are several stone retaining walls, gold diggings, old homestead sites, a tunnel through Tunnel Ridge, and intersections with old abandoned trails.


Natural attractions of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC include the river and creeks, diverse ecosystems and plant communities, old-growth forest, wetlands, plentiful wildlife, rare plants, scenic vistas, and the extensive trail system. Classes from universities have come for years to study and research the rich biodiversity. Local recreation has a long history in the Little Applegate River Canyon, where two public campgrounds and a trout hatchery and fly-fishing school operated until the 1970s. Recreationists still frequent the area for hiking, horseback riding, swimming, hunting, birding, botanizing, and finding solitude. A private retreat center and university field camp operate on a private inholding in the river canyon.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC presents a rich opportunity for people to learn about developing a Sense of Place. The power of the nearly pristine landscape unmarred by development or logging, provides inspiration and a connection to the inherent creativity of wild places. This persistent landscape holds fascinating historical sites and relics of the mining and homesteading era, providing people a link to the past they can experience. Old growth forests and other ancient ecosystems provide a link to biodiversity before the time of the first white explorers, back to the time when the Dakubetede people lived in three small villages along the lower Little Applegate River. With its history, wildlands, and scenery, the Little Applegate River Canyon and the Dakubetede Wildland deserves protection as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.


2. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains a significant “fish and wildlife resource.”


The diverse ecosystems in this area provide significant habitat resources for fish and wildlife. The Little Applegate River provides spawning habitat for steelhead and coho salmon, especially important since the dam on the main stem Applegate River eliminated much of the other salmonid habitat in the upper watershed. The Little Applegate River also provides habitat for native trout, lamprey, crayfish, and river otter. Ponds along Birch Creek provide essential habitat for the western pond turtle. Protection of this significant aquatic habitat requires special management consideration as an ACEC.


The extensive roadless mosaic of steep grasslands, oak savanna, and shrub communities on the south slopes of Anderson Butte are designated critical deer winter range. Attracted by the quality habitat, elk have been returning to this area after an absence of over a century. The roadless nature of this area represents a primary habitat attribute, providing wildlife with protection from harassment associated with road users. 


Closed canopy mature Douglas fir forests provide habitat for spotted owls and other species dependent on older forest habitat. Such intact habitat has increased in importance as extensive areas of nearby forest have been cleared or burned. Spotted owls have historically nested in the Rush Creek and Lick Gulch watersheds.  


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC functions as an important corridor for wildlife, serving as a migration route connecting high country ridges to the river and valley below. It is recognized as a critical winter range for deer, and supports healthy populations of cougar, bear, and elk.

3. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains significant “natural processes and systems.” 


Fully functioning natural processes and systems have become increasing rare across the larger landscape as the majority of wildlands have been converted to sources of industrial resource extraction. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC still functions as a natural system, primarily due to its lack of intensive management. Indicators of such natural functions are unfragmented wildlife habitat, functional wildlife corridors, and extensive stands of closed canopy older forests, native grasslands, complex shrub communities, and relative lack of alien species such as yellow star thistle.

Lying in the rain-shadow of the highest peaks of the Siskiyou Mountains, the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC has the most arid microclimate in western Oregon, resulting in a unique array of diverse ecosystems and plant associations. This area contains excellent examples of rare lower elevation and arid ecosystems that are in need of protected representatives for research and study. The larger north unit contains plant associations not described elsewhere, including the westernmost stands of Juniper in Oregon, and the only known Oregon location of the endemic Siskiyou water birch (Betula occidentalis onapina) that occur along Birch Creek.



The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC is noted as the northern extension of the sclerophllous shrub communities of California. Some butterflies and birds such as the blue-gray gnatcatcher occur at the northern extent of their range in such shrub communities here.  The size, low elevation and quality of habitat of this proposed Wilderness is unique, and the entire area is virtually free of yellow star thistle, a rare condition considering the extensive grassland and shrubland habitats.

The Trillium Mountain unit south of Little Applegate Road is a rugged, remote ridge with uncut forests, including old-growth, dropping steeply to the Little Applegate River on the north. This unit has particularly rare native grass communities associated with an unusual assemblage of shrub species. White oak – mountain mahogany woodlands interfacing with old-growth conifer forests feature large amounts of Isopyrum stipitatum, Hedwigia stellata, and Triptocladium leucoclidium, indicators of  undisturbed ecosystems. One known spotted owl activity center is located here in an area of suitable nesting habitat in the headwaters of Lick Creek. The south slopes are a complex mosaic of steep grasslands and diverse shrub communities with oak/pine savanna dropping into the canyon of Lick Gulch. Forest botanist Richard Brock, a respected local expert on grass and shrub communities, has described these grasslands as one of the most intact native grasslands he has seen. Brock says these grasslands include the globally imperiled Oregon Oak/Wedge-leaf Ceanothus/Idaho Fescue association, important refugia for Idaho Fescue and other native species. This south unit has no trails; its spectacular crest meadows are reached only by cross-country hiking uphill.


Both units of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC are also refugia for Fritillaria gentneri, a beautiful red lily, extremely rare and endemic to a few populations in southwestern Oregon. In a tributary of Birch Creek is the second largest known population. Other rare plants found in the area include: Cimicfuga elata, Camissonia graciliflora, Mimulus douglasii, Rafinesquia californica, Lithophragma heterophyllum, Ribes inerme klamathense. and the endemic Sedum oblanceolatum

A rare and fragile geological system exists along the canyon bottom of Birch Creek and some of its tributaries. Unusually alkaline water surfaces from subterranean limestone as springs to feed these streams. As the water percolates through topsoil and forest duff, tufaceous deposits are created, eventually forming travertine benches, often as thin crusty layers. Disturbances (such as road building, logging, compaction, erosion) to upstream and upslope hydrology would likely upset the processes that form this unusual geology, an excellent example of a natural process suitable for protection as an ACEC.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC meets the “importance” criterion set by BLM because it contains several elements of importance listed in the ACEC nomination announcement:


1.    The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains more than locally significant qualities which give it special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to any similar resource.

In the recently published (2004) and much-acclaimed conservation book “Oregon Wild”, the north unit of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC is the featured out of eight units in the proposed Siskiyou Crest Wilderness, one of only four such featured units in the Klamath Mountains Ecoregion. Such treatment in a nationally distributed book indicates the nomination has more than local significance. 


The north unit the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC is known and loved by hikers and equestrians as the location of the Sterling Mine Ditch, an existing Area of Critical Environmental Concern. Unfortunately, the ACEC only protects the ditch and a narrow buffer. This more extensive ACEC nomination intends to protect all the important systems and values that attract recreationists and students.  The extensive trail system that accesses and follows the ditch is popular with hikers, hunters, and horseback riders. The area is renowned for its diverse habitats and wildflower displays. Many school groups from kindergarten through university use the scenic trails to study natural history and the human history as seen through the Sterling Ditch, a remnant of the local Gold Rush. It’s a rare weekend when cars aren’t parked at the three trailheads along the Little Applegate River. Even in the winter, hikers come when the deciduous trees are bare to catch glimpses of wildlife on the open south slopes below snow levels that block popular trails at higher elevations. The trails and scenic roads are featured in several hiking, biking, and driving guidebooks on the local, state, and regional level, even featured in Sunset Magazine. Such publicity in recreation literature indicates the nomination has more than local significance. 


2.    The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC “has qualities and circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change.” 

As described in the relevance sections above, the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC has qualities that are fragile. The tufa/travertine benches along Birch Creek are fragile formations, vulnerable to adverse changes in upstream and upslope disturbances that would likely occur from intensive forest management activities. 


Due to the area’s low precipitation and rugged topography, botanical communities occur in a mosaic of relatively small patch sizes, often at the extreme edge of their range. Such circumstances make these botanical communities sensitive to change from disturbances as diverse as climate change, cattle grazing, or OHV abuse. The same circumstances apply to the several listed sensitive, threatened, and endangered plant species and their individual populations.


The groves of Siskiyou water birch are certainly rare. Since they are considerably removed from their closest cousins along the Shasta and Klamath rivers, this only Oregon population could likely be genetically distinct. This circumstance would make these birch unique, and therefore irreplaceable if destroyed.


3. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC “has qualities which warrant highlighting in order to satisfy public or management concerns about safety and public welfare.”  


Over 1,000 acres of the north unit of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC burned in July 1987. Most of the burned area consisted of steep grassland and shrublands. Unfortunately some of the burned area was aerial seeded with a mix that included yellow star thistle. Except for some roadside populations, this is the only major infestation of the alien plant in the nomination area. Special management available under ACEC designation would better serve restoration of native species through elimination of the star thistle before the infestation spreads and becomes a hazard to the maintenance of natural systems of native species.


4. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC “has been recognized as warranting protection in order to satisfy national priority concerns or to carry out the mandates of Federal Land Management and Practices Act (FLMPA).”

FLPMA: Sec. 1701 (a)(8) states that: “The Congress declares that it is the policy of the United States that the public lands be managed in a manner that will protect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values; that, where appropriate, will preserve and protect certain public lands in their natural condition; that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals; and that will provide for outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use;”.


Several conservation organizations, neighborhood groups, and many citizens have recognized that the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC warrants protection in order to protect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values” of the area. The quality of these attributes stands to be degraded by the mode of intensive landscape management typically prescribed by local BLM staff, as evidenced by the 2005 Environmental Assessment for the Bald Lick project. The interested organizations, groups and individuals believe that designation as an ACEC would be the first step in securing adequate protection “that, where appropriate, will preserve and protect certain public lands in their natural condition; that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals; and that will provide for outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use;”.


The O & C Act: Most of the lands in this nomination for the Dakubetede Wildland ACEC are managed under the O & C Act. According to the Medford District RMP, the O & C Act directs BLM to “…manage O & C lands for permanent forest production…in accord with sustained yield principles.” and “…requires that management of O & C lands protect watersheds, regulate streamflow, provide for recreational facilities, and contribute to the economic stability of local communities…” (RMP page 1-4). The RMP further states: The Act does not require the Secretary (of Interior, via BLM) to harvest all old growth timber or all commercial timber as rapidly as possible or according to any particular schedule.”


Designation of the Dakubetede Wildland ACEC would conform to the O & C Act. Even without intensive management focused on timber extraction, the lands would still permanently produce forest (likely more productively than on nearby intensively managed lands) with all the benefits of the forest in addition to timber, such as protecting watersheds, regulating streamflow, providing for recreational facilities, and contribute to the economic stability of local communities. BLM is not required to harvest commercial timber off every suitable acre of forest on O & C lands.


Summary:  This nomination is not meant to be the last word in the ACEC process. This serious and complex nomination will require fine-tuning by BLM actively engaging & working with interested parties to envision appropriate management under ACEC designation. Since the nominated area is located in the Applegate Adaptive Management Area, this ACEC process must actively involve local citizens as described in the Northwest Forest Plan:


“The primary social objective of Adaptive Management Areas is the provision of flexible experimentation with policies and management. These areas should provide opportunities for land managing and regulatory agencies, other government entities, nongovernmental organizations, local groups, landowners, communities, and citizens to work together to develop innovative management approaches. Broadly, Adaptive Management Areas are intended to be prototypes of how forest communities might be sustained.” (NWFP ROD, Page D-4).


Most of the adjacent and in-holder private landowners are supportive of an ACEC designation and would actively work with BLM on management as described above. Some local residents own property with high ecological values, such as along the river, and would be inspired to plan special management on their land to complement ACEC management on BLM land.
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