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Dear BLM

Please consider the attached Robinson Gulch ACEC nomination for the proposed
Western Oregon RMP Revisions.


mailto:francis@cascwild.org
mailto:BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon@blm.gov

Attachment A




[image: image1.jpg]



T.33S, R.5W, SECTION 20


CABBAGE LANE LAND TRUST – 80 ACRES




SITE OF CULVERT/ROAD WASH OUT








NOMINATED AREA OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN – 70 ACRES









November 22, 2005


Bureau of Land Management


Medford District


Jim McConnell, Planner


3040 Biddle Road


Medford, OR 97704-4119


ACEC NOMINATION IN JOSEPHINE COUNTY

·
Submitted by:



Zarod Rominski, MA



Gail Roudebush, Civil Engineering Tech



Cabbage Lane Land Trust



3929 SE Tenino St.



Portland, Oregon, 97202



703-777-0704


·    
Date of Submission --November 22, 2005


· 
Potential name of the proposed ACEC --Robinson Gulch Northslope Drainage


·   
A map and/or aerial photo delineating the proposed ACEC – see Attachment A


·   
Legal description of the proposed ACEC – 



N half of the NW quarter of the SE quarter of Section 20 T.33S. R.5W. W.M. (N ½ of Sec.20DB)



W half of the SE quarter of the NE quarter of Section 20 T.33S.R.5W. W.M. (W ½ of Sec. 20AD)



NW quarter of the NE quarter of the SE quarter of Section 20 T.33S.R.5W. W.M. (NW ¼ of Sec. 20DA)



S half of the NE quarter of the SW quarter of Section 20 T.33S.R.5W. W.M. (S ½ of Sec. 20CA)


·   
Approximate acres of the proposed ACEC --70 acres


Cabbage Lane Land Trust


The BLM land we are nominating for ACEC status abuts 80 acres of land owned by the Cabbage Lane Land Trust.   The Cabbage Lane Land Trust is incorporated in the State of Oregon as a not-for-profit.  The purpose of the Land Trust is to provide educational opportunities to its members and to foster restoration of the land which was severely damaged from mining and logging practices in the past century.


Relevance

2. Wildlife Resource


Sizable trees stand throughout the proposed nomination.  BLM Map 16, Grave Creek Late-Successional Habitat, includes this area as part of a large block of LS habitat.  Trees are noted as mature with some old growth.  (See attached Map 16). These trees provide habitat for wildlife that has been attested by various sightings.  In the early 90’s hoot responses and a sighting of baby spotted owls were made by residents on the land.  Screech owl calls are regularly and currently heard.  Coyote calls are frequent.  Scat and teeth marks in our waterlines attest to bear in the area.  


4.  Natural Hazard


The 70 acre parcel we are nominating lies on steep hillside that slopes into a seasonal creek. The slope of the hillside rises from 2000’ elevation to 2720’ in a distance of approximately ¼ mile, a slope of 54%.  The Robinson Gulch Creek is one of the many tributaries that constitute the Grave Creek watershed.  The headwaters of this creek originate on our property, its waters flow through our land, including a culvert under our road, and then flows along side our road to finally drain into Coyote Creek.  This proposed ACEC abuts our land for the full length of four of its sides (see attachment A).  The northwest corner of the N ½ of Sec.20DB comes within yards of the creek.


Because of the drainage and proximity of the proposed ACEC to the creek, any further logging activity will have immediate and severe impact on the Robinson Gulch Creek.  When logging did occur on this and surrounding BLM land in the late 1980’s it caused flash runoff from the hillside with resulting erosion and root exposure.  Heavy rains in the early 90’s then swelled the creek to such an extent it completely overwhelmed our existing culvert, washing out it and the road leading to Cabbage Lane.  


The main washed out area was over 8’ wide, nearly 5’ deep, and over 20’ long.  Pictures A and B attest to this fact.  Picture A shows a 5’3” woman standing in the washout, not even in its deepest part.  Picture B shows a makeshift footbridge spanning the washout utilizing a 4’ x 8’ plywood sheet, which does not completely span the gap.  The truck in the background of picture B is pointed downward, in the direction of the road.  The power of the creek as it washed out the pictured section and continued down the road, rutted the road in numerous places to 3’ and 4’ depth for a distance of approximately 100 yards.


                 Picture A                                                                  Picture B


[image: image1.jpg]



     [image: image2.jpg]





The effect of the damage to the road was that access to our land was cut off.  We could neither live in the houses on the land, nor visit the land.  Access was by foot only and was treacherous.  Eventually we were able to repair the damage at great cost.  We believe that logging on the nominated ACEC, coupled with usual heavy rains would again swell the creek, overwhelm the culvert and ravage our only access to our property.


Importance


2.  Fragile and vulnerable to adverse change


The ACEC we are nominating is composed of fragile soils vulnerable to erosion.  According to the Soil Survey Report of Josephine County (1983) by Roger Borine, Soil Conservation Service, this area is classified as map unit 6F -- Beekman-Colestine complex, 70-80% north slopes.  This soil complex consists of 70 percent Beekman gravelly loam and 25 percent Colestine gravelly loam. The soil survey provides the following information (pages 25-26) about this soil type (italics ours):


“Permeability of the Beekman soil is moderate. Available water capacity is about 1 inch to 4 inches. Water supplying capacity is 10 to 13 inches. Effective rooting depth is 20 to 40 inches. Runoff is rapid, and the hazard of water erosion is high.

Permeability of the Colestine soil is moderate. Available water capacity is about 2 to 7 inches. Water supplying capacity is 13 to 18 inches. Effective rooting depth is 20 to 40 inches.  Runoff is rapid, and the hazard of water erosion is high.


The main concerns in producing and harvesting timber on these soils are steepness of slope, the hazard of erosion, and the difficulty of reforestation.”


The stability of this hillside was further impacted by logging by previous owners during the late 40’s and early 50’s.  A logging road was cut between the creek and the steep hillside to which we are referring.  A deep ditch lies between the road and the hillside.  The cut for the road and this ditch have contributed to excessive erosion that creeps up the hillside on both Cabbage Lane land and the BLM land.  The logging on the upper reaches of this BLM land during the late 1980’s caused severe runoff from on top and further contributed to erosion. Currently, total tree root systems are exposed and it is evident that it is only a matter of time before these trees will topple over and with them bring down more soil.  The 2005 snowfall felled as many as 20 greater than 10” diameter trees on both ours and BLM’s land along the borders we share.  Protecting the 70 acre proposed ACEC from logging will help this area stabilize, and protect the creek, our property, our trees, and our road from further damage and loss.


5. Poses significant threat to property


Logging and runoff from this hillside poses significant threat to our land.  We have presented in this nomination substantial reasons to verify that any further logging on this parcel will result in rapid runoff, swelling of the creek, erosion, falling trees, and severe damage to our road.  The slope and soil conditions of this BLM parcel are in and of themselves not conducive to logging and pose a significant threat to our property should logging occur.


In addition, our property is uniquely vulnerable to damage by runoff from this hillside because our land and the creek that runs through it were subjected to hydraulic mining in the early part of the century.  The remains of deep ditches, such as the one pictured below, crisscross the land.  New sink holes as deep as 5’-6’ appear periodically, some of them quite close to the creek.  Picture C reminds us of the kind of treatment to which land like this was subjected.  




      

        Picture C
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While mining was common throughout Southern Oregon, the mining that occurred along and at the bottom of the Robinson Gulch drainage constituted one of the largest mining centers on the Jacksonville-Roseburg stage route.  The old mining town of Golden lies ½ mile down the Robinson Gulch creek from Cabbage Lane land.  The town and the wetlands that had been taken over by mining operations are in the process of being restored by Golden Coyote Wetlands, Inc. Their efforts have resulted in the old town of Golden being placed on the National Register of Historic Places.  


The Robinson Gulch drainage was part of that historic mining.  Morning Star mine lies on Cabbage Lane Land.  The effects to the land of hydraulic mining, followed by logging in the mid-20th century, have left the land extremely vulnerable to the effects of logging on the area of the proposed ACEC.  Our land cannot sustain further erosion and damage without significant loss of soil stability, trees, our roadway, and effective access to our property.  
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Francis Eatherington
Conservation Director
Cascadia Wildlands  -  we like it wild.
www.CascWild.org  
Southern Oregon Field Office
541-643-1309

We educate, agitate, and inspire a movement to protect and restore Cascadia's wild ecosystems.  We envision vast old-growth forests, rivers full of salmon, wolves howling in the backcountry, and vibrant communities sustained by the unique landscapes of the Cascadia Bioregion. Join us!








